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Chapter 1

APOSTOLIC D.N.A

In recent years, there has been a focus oretiteration of the apostolic ministry. In one
sense, there has been excitement about this regencer

If God is restoring end time apostles to thdyh one could safely assume that, with it, He
would restore all the truths of the original apéistanointing. After all, it's not simply about
the name. It's the function and what practical hign¢hat function will achieve in restoring
the body of Christmeasuring up to the full and complete standar@lufist. Eph. 4:13 NLT

Our considerations are not a criticism of arartipular ministry. They are a candid
reflection on the foundational Biblical standardspostles needed to bring the church to full
maturity in these end times.

However, we should remember the story of Abmald&o was given the promise of a son.
His wife could not produce the child at that tirttegrefore, out of frustration Abraham
resolved the problem by producing a son, Ishmbedugh their maidservant Hagar.

Eventually his wife did conceive and produdeel promised son, Isaac.

Our point is that when God gives us a promige,Abraham, we can attempt to give birth
to that promise by trying to produce by our owrogf.

Those who attempt to operate in this prior te tifhing are attempting to birth something
out of season and it will reveal itself as an “Istefi and not an “Isaac”.

Therefore, it is vital that we can identify thenuine “Isaac” apostles so we are not led into
deception.

APOSTOLIC D.N.A.

It's obvious that the role of an apostle is siotply having a title, you will know them by
their identifiable fruit. Other five-fold minises such as teachers, pastors and evangelists
have core unchangeable values which define theiisiny. The same applies to the apostolic
role.

Defining an apostle surely goes beyond thesti@fitbeing spiritual fathers. - e.g. a prophet,
teacher or pastor can be a father in the faith.

It also exceeds taking on administrative roléisere are many teachers with an
administrative gift. Exhibiting Godly characterasfundamental core value of any five-fold
ministries and obviously this applies to apostles.

As we are aware, we can have apostles withngugift mixes depending on the need at
the time The apostle Paul said,.: to which | was appointed a preacher, an aposihel a
teacher of the Gentiles.” 2 Tim 1:11In his early ministry, Paul was profusely evandalis
and travelled. When error came into the churchesgears later, he taught through his
epistles. In the latter part of his ministry haygtd at home where he preached and taught the
disciples who came to him. Acts 28:30.

However, in all apostles there is depositedumd@lational apostolic DNA. God is restoring
truth in these end times and we believe that tbestoration will bring with it a total
reclamation of the apostolic ministry at least égwaor possibly greater in power and
authority than that of the first apostles. More artpntly, we will explore the restoration
truth and resulting impact to the church that wdtompany that anointing.
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Therefore we are looking at that early church as minimum criterion as proof of an
apostolic anointing. Realistically, we have tolad what the Bible standard is, substantiate
the original DNA and establish our definition frahere.

PROOF 1. PREACH WITH SIGNS AND WONDERS

As stated, being an apostle is more thaneg thikey have a particular function.
The word "apostle" impostolosin the Greek, meaning "an ambassador; one whent a
delegated authority. The Greek word for “apostlgshiapostole means "a sending, a
mission," Acts 1:25; Rom. 1:5; 1 Cor. 9:2; Gal..2:8

Why are they sent and what is their mission?

One of the Biblical foundations of the kingdonr fehich apostles are responsible is the
fulfillment of their original assignment given bgslis ... the Great Commission;
And He said to themiGo into all the world and preach the gospel to gvereature. ... And
these signs will follow those who believe: In Myneathey will cast out demons ... they will
lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." Mark 16; 17,18

Apostles are special messengers sent witle@apnessage of the gospel of the kingdom.
Their message is confirmed by signs and wondénsl these signs will followhose who
believe:
The final prima-facie evidence of a true apostlesvaa abundance of signs, wonders &
miracles.
When | was with you, | certainly gave you proofttham an apostle. For | patiently did
manysigns and wonders and miracles among yBuwor. 12:12 NLT

Paul was very emphatic about the proof of aoste, “many signs and wonders and
miracles He didn’t say it was the proof of sorapostles.
And through the hands of the apostles many sigdsvamdersvere done among the people.
Acts 5:12
This is a “biblical standard”... not a biased Pengtalor charismatic view.
Despite this clear-cut, black and white dimgliine, this Scripture seems to be lacking in
many of the attempts to define a fundamental rbkvery apostle.

There may be some who correctly point out thatngelists also preach the gospel with
signs and wonders following. Signs and wondersoatg the first proof of an apostle. The
basic difference between the two lies in their pging capabilities and giftedness.

The apostle Paul also saak a wise master builder | have laid the foundatib&or. 3:10

That foundation was the equipping of believarabling them to actually imitate the works

of Jesus (John 14:12).This brings us to our seapoadtolic proof.

PROOF 2: EQUIPS DISCIPLES TO IMITATE JESUS

Every ministry would agree that we need to mdiseiples. However, what standard of
disciple? The apostles were told to make disciplee could demonstrate every command
that Jesus had required of them ... including theaG@®mmission.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the natidragtizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teachingnthi® observe all things that | have
commanded you. M&28:19-20
This meant operating in the same level of love pmaer that Jesus did.

“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in mdl do the same works | have done, and even
greater works...” JohnI2ZANLT
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Their responsibility is to equip God's people w lds work and build up the church, the
body of Christ. This will continue until we all certo such unity in our faith and knowledge
of God's Son that we will be mature in the Lordaswuging up to the full and complete
standard of Christ Ephl3 NLT

Apostles demonstrate as role models and ealipviers to be Jesus imitators.

The apostle Paul obviously raised discipleshim Great Commission standard and this
provided authentication of his anointing.
Isn't it because of my work that you belong toltbed? Even if others think I am not an
apostle, | certainly am to you. You yourselvesmoof that | am the Lord's apostle.

1 Cor. 9:1-2NLT

Would Paul have made this bold declaration if he feased a bunch of pew warmers or
backsliders? They obviously weren't perfect; ndweldss he was notably impressed with
their level of maturity.

We could safely claim that this standard astieapplied to the new and up-and-coming
apostles whom Paul raised, thus ensuring the dpoBtdN.A. continued.

Each apostle who is truly ministering in thalerwill be able to develop fruitful disciples
thereby certifying their apostleship.

We need to note that the command was to mikgtes, not plant churches. When Paul
said he planted (1 Cor. 3:6), our belief is thatMaes referring to the seeds of truth he planted.

The goal was fruitful Christ-like disciples,tnoasses attending a meeting. While this may
appear to be splitting hairs in defining an aposthere is a mile of difference between a
ministry that gathers a crowd and one whose gotl make Biblical disciples. Well trained
disciples will be the church who demonstrate theie for one another.

JUST FOR THE TWELVE?

Jesus’ Commission was to go it the world and preach tevery creature. Obviously
going to every part of the planet and preachingwvery single person would have been an
impossible task for the original twelve. The ob\@amplication is that the commission is for
all of those apostles mentioned in the New Testarakmg with those today who have an
apostolic calling.

Therefore, we believe that the Great Commmsssoan across-the-board command for
everyone who is an anointed apostle. This comomnskas not been annulled, rescinded or
invalidated.

Apostles are the pioneers, initiators and destrating role models to equip believers to
fulfill this decree. Therefore, there is no Biblicaason for potential apostles to miss out on
this exciting aspect of their ministry.

IDEALISTIC OR REALISTIC?

The early apostles raised an army of beliewdrs no longer brought the unsaved to the
apostles to hear the message. Christians preactieniselves.
...and they were all scattered throughout the regiohsludea and Samaria, except the
apostles.
Therefore those who were scattered went everywireseching the word. Acts 8:1,4
They became known as thd'se who have turned the world upside down Acts 17:6.

These disciples were the proof of the apostolie modeling and equipping they had
received.

In the impending end time move of God, we wa@é a similar, if not greater, outpouring.
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While some might see a restoration of this magieitas idealistic, leaders are commanded to
bring the church to perfection (full maturitigph. 4:13.If it is not going to happen in this, the
end of the end times, when will it happen?

For he(Jesus)nust remain in heaven until the time for the firestoration of all things, as
God promised long ago through his holy prophets. Act@@22

YES ... BUT!

As stated previously we believe, in broad tering apostolic core value would be to fulfill
the Great Commission, by (1) preaching the gosptél signs and wonders following and (2)
equipping disciples to do the same. This commiskes never been invalidated.

The Bible only mentions two proofs that distirgih an apostle and Paul did not change his
mind in regard to them. If these two proofs asein evidence, surely we are left with a title
but no apostolic function.

If a leader is not an apostle but instead,afrtbe five-fold ministries, they would fall into
the category of a prophet, teacher, shepherd ongelist and we need those vital gifts.
However, let’s call them what they are and notdrjit a square peg into a round hole.

NO APOSTLES AT PRESENT?

Are we implying that there are no genuine dpegtresently in the church? Of course not!
However, the title of this book refers to the upamgnend time apostles. We simply need to
recognize that more apostolic truths are still estored for the end time move. Therefore,
there are some apostles who are still coming inéounderstanding and revelation of what
their gift incorporates.

END TIME REVELATION

Many would agree with our previous comments gatin general, with all our Bik'=
knowledge, we are still not producing disciples vane turning the world upside down.

We sense that something is missing but canteqput our finger on the answer to
problem.

If people can't see what God is doing, they sturablever themselves;

But when they attend to what he reveals, they arst lessed. Prov. 29:18 MSG

We need to have the Lord reveal to us His riext s the restoration of the church.

Since the dark ages the Lord has been driprfged restoration truths. Why so slow?
church has shown that it is sluggish at acceptimythen implementing any new revelat
How long has it taken for the baptism with the HS8lyirit to be accepted?

Nevertheless, in these end of the end timesweaexpect that further revelation is to be
given that will take the church into a new levepofver and love.

With the restoration of end time apostles, isr¢ghalso a restored ministry that will
accompany them? We believe there is a mysteryngeds greater revelation provided by His
end time apostles and prophets.

... how that by revelation He made known to me thetany... as it has now been revealed
by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: Eph 3:3-6

THE FOUNDATION

Most of us are aware of the leaning tower shPWhy the slant?
There is nothing wrong with the actual pieces fratnich the building is
constructed. They are strong stones of marble ahd gontinues to lean.
The problem of course is obvious the foundation needs re-establishing.
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The Lord describes the church as a temple inoliridually and as whole. 1 Cor. 6:19; 2
Cor. 6:16

We have had many ‘marble’ous blocks of truéstared to the church; Saved by faith not
works; water baptism, baptism with the Holy Spihigaling, worship etc. etc. Yet even with
all these structural teachings we seem to be woé&-lnd unable to produce Christ like
believers to the standard mentioned in Eph. 4:13.

To straighten up the tower of Pisa, you cqaddsibly use a gigantic crane but if that is all
you did, as soon as the crane is removed, theibgilgill return to its former position.

Many leaders have seen that the church neeplstaent and correction to ensure
restoration heads in the right direction. We haad many “crane” ministries (including my
own) that have attempted to assist with variouddeship seminars, evangelistic programs,
discipleship methods or more recently, structunanges e.g. cell’/home churches.

However, after implementing a particular paogr method or structure, the majority of
believers usually give up on trying to transforrartiselves and return to their former state.

It doesn’t mean that the programs are necdgsarong; it's just that there is a greater
foundational problem that has to be dealt witht firs

Skyscraper ... an Impossibility

We are not sure as to the original intendedhtesof the Tower of Pisa. However, it would
have been impossible for it to be a skyscraper.

The angle of the building would have preventddom rising to great heights as any new
extensions would simply collapse and fall to theugd.

The church and individual believers have beé&htteey have a ministry, which can achieve
incredible heights. In recent years, we have b@angyreat blocks of truth, which needed to
be cemented in by faith to achieve these new levels

* | can do all things through Christ who strengthems.Phil. 4:13
e If you ask anything I will do it. John 14:14
* | tell you the truth, anyone who believes in md dal the same works | have done,

and even greater works... John 14MPT

* And above all things have fervent love for one hent. 1 Peter 4:8

e ... we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up t® finll and complete standard of
Christ. Eph. 4:13 NLT

However, when we have attempted to add thesern@resent structure, in the majority of
cases, the faith needed to pull the pieces togétefallen in a heap. Is it just possible that if
the foundation were true and solid in the firstcplaadding these extra truths would be made
possible? This foundation is what the Lord is restpand it is the message and ministry of
the end time apostles and prophets.

Traditional Weak Foundations
The apostle Paul saids a wise master builder | have laid the foundatib&or. 3:10
Obviously, the foundation is the most importantt gdrthe building because it determines
the size, shape, and strength of the entire streictu
He goes on to say;
For no other foundation can anyone lay than tivaich is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
1 Cor. 3:10-12
Some, who have attempted to explain Jesus Gisighe foundation, appear to have only
succeeded in describing it in mystical, theologteaminology, not in practical, easy to apply
terms.
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What does ‘Jesus Christ is the foundation’ @tgumean? Traditionally many would say
that our foundation is to ask Jesus to come intchearts. He is our foundation.
That's true, but why does He come into our heaif¢Rat does the Bible mean when it says,
Christ in you, the hope of gla?yCol. 1:27

Does He just sit there twiddling His thumbsadternatively hibernate? Is His presence
merely a ‘tick the box’ proof that we are goinghaven?

When Philip the evangelist preached the gospebamaria the converts were water
baptized, nevertheless he didn’t pray for themedaptized with the Spirit.

Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalenditeat Samaria had received the word
of God, they sent Peter and John to them, whonley had come down, prayed for them
that they might receive the Holy Spirit. ABtd4-15

Laying hands on new coverts to receive the/ 3pirit is not rocket science and doesn’t
take a lot of time. Yet, the apostles travelledth## way up from Jerusalem to Samaria to
undertake this particular ministry. Why? It invety more than the laying on of hands to
receive and going back home the next day. We kiney taught more than this;

So when they had testified and preached the wottleot.ord, they returned to Jerusalem,
preaching the gospel in many villages of the Sataasi Acts 8:25

What was the word of the Lord that they prea@hethey didn’t teach from the book of
Romans or Ephesians, Paul's epistles hadn’'t beettewr It had to be the foundation,
revealing the mystery, the whole purpose of ha@hgst in us. The apostle Paul said,
| became a minister according to the stewardshopnfiGod which was given to me for you, to
fulfill the word of God, the mystery which has béafden from ages and from generations,
but now has been revealed to His saints. To thewh Vidlled to make known what are the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gesttiwhich is Christ in you, the hope of
glory. Him we preach, warning every man and teaghewery man in all wisdom, that we
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Col. 1:2B-2
The equipping of the saints by the apostles gagmtthe foundation to enable them to come
to full maturity or perfection.

If we are going to raise wise end-time mabtélders, knowledge of these foundational
truths is essential and indispensable. Therefareur next chapter we have listed what we
believe to be the building blocks of the originaihdation, modeled, taught and cemented in
by the early apostles.

Please do not reject these proposals on the thed they are not operating in the lives of
many current apostles. Adjudicate them on the lhsisthey are genuine characteristics that
need to be restored if the world is to be turnesidgppdown once again. With the revelation
of the truth, faith will rise in the hearts of mapsesent apostles to move into them.
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Summary Chapter 1

1. Defining an apostle surely goes beyond thestcdibeing spiritual fathers. - e.g. a
prophet, teacher or pastor can be a father inféh. It also exceeds taking on
administrative roles; there are many teachers amthadministrative gift. Exhibiting Godly
character is a fundamental core value of any fold-ministries and obviously, this applies to
apostles.

2. The Greek word for “apostleshipdpostolemeans "a sending, a missioivhy are they
sent and what is their mission? One of the Biblicaindations of the kingdom for which
apostles are responsible is the fulfilment of thaiginal assignment given by Jesus ... the
Great Commission

3. Apostles are special messengers sent with aaspeessage of the gospel of the kingdom.
Their message is confirmed by signs and wonders.fiflal prima-facie evidence of a true
apostle was an abundance of signs, wonders & ragadVhen | was with you, | certainly

gave you proof that | am an apostle. For | patigndid manysigns and wonders and

miracles among you2 Cor. 12:12 NLT

4. The apostle Paul also saad, a wise master builder | have laid the foundatibCor. 3:10
That equipping foundation enabled believers taateithe works of Jesus. (John 14:12)

5. The apostle Paul obviously raised discipleshis Great Commission standard and this
provided authentication of his anointing.
Isn't it because of my work that you belong toltbed? Even if others think | am not an
apostle, | certainly am to you. You yourselvesmoof that | am the Lord's apostle.

1 Cor. 9:1-2
6. In broad terms, the apostolic core value wodddfulfill the Great Commission, by (1)
preaching the gospel with signs and wonders folgvwand (2) equipping disciples to do the
same. This commission has never been invalidated.

7. The Bible only mentions two proofs that distirguan apostle and Paul did not change his
mind in regard to them. If these two proofs asein evidence, we are left with a title but no
apostolic function.

8. For no other foundation can anyone lay than thatclhs laid, which is Jesus Christ.
What does ‘Jesus Christ is the foundation’ actuagan? Traditionally many would say that
our foundation is to ask Jesus to come into ourtbelde is our foundation.

That’s true, but why does He come into our hearts?

9. What does the Bible mean when it s&ts;ist in you, the hope of gldiCol. 1:27
Does He just sit there twiddling His thumbs or ritgively hibernate? Is His presence
merely a ‘tick the box’ proof that we are goinghaven?

10. The equipping of the saints by the apostle® dagm the foundation to enable them to

come to full maturity or perfection. If we are ggito raise wise end time master builders,
knowledge of these foundational truths is esseatdlindispensable.
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Chapter 2

FOUNDATIONAL BUILDING BLOCKS

To fully achieve the fulfillment of the Great @mission, we have listed spiritual building
blocks which when cemented together provide vitgpeats of the foundation to bring
restoration to the apostolic ministry. The earlyrh apostolic ministry revealed some non-
negotiable blocks of truth.

INTIMACY HIS GOAL

Jesus was the first apostle and is the role hfodall apostles.
He had such an intimate relationship with His fattved as a result, Jesus could hear clearly
from Him, they were as one ... the same mind, heaitgoals. He prayed for the apostles
and all believers;
... that they may be one just as We are one. John 17:22

For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him atighithat He Himself does. John 5:20

As a result of this understanding, the apostle’Paudjor foundational goal was not

preaching, Biblical revelation, miracles or chuptanting; it was a personal relationship with

the Lord.

Yes, everything else is worthless when comparddthgtinfinite value of knowing Christ

Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have discarded ehienytelse, counting it all as garbage, so

that | could gain Christ and become one with himil.B3:7-9 NLT

His core values werénowing Christ, gaining Christndbecoming one with HinHe had

the revelation (as did Jesus) that the successs @ire ministry depended on this

relationship.

As a result, perfecting this was the one thingdwei$ed on

Not that | have already attained, or am alreadyfpeted; but | press on, that | may lay hold

of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hofane.

Brethren, 1 do not count myself to have apprehentied one thing | do, forgetting those

things which are behind and reaching forward tosahings which are ahead, | press

toward the goal for the prize of the upward callGdd in Christ Jesus... Phil. 3:12-13
Becoming one with the Lord was Paul’'s foundatand obviously he taught others to

imitate him as a fundamental truthmitate me, just as | also imitate Christ.  Cdar. 11:1

100% SPIRIT LED

What is the result of this intimacy? Jesus,apostolic role model expects and commands
all believers to be able to imitate His works amdregreater things. He told His apostles;
“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in mdl do the same works | have done, and even
greater works...” JohnI2ZANLT

If He wants us to do this apparently imposstiakk, He is responsible for revealing how
this is achievable. He doesn'’t leave us in thé& dad explains it clearly.
“For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Fatlwvho sent me commanded me what to
say and how to say it. | know that his commanddda eternal life. So whatever | say is just
what the Father has told me to say.” John 12:49-50 NIMohn5:19-20

As a result of His intimate relationship witretFather, Jesus was able to receive guidance.
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He wasn't just Spirit filled ... He was Spirit ledEvery aspectof Jesus ministry was
personally directed by the Spirit of the Lord.
Paul advocates the same thinking as he savgt@wiHis role model
... till we all come to the unity of the faith andtbé& knowledge of the Son of God, to a
perfect man, to the measure of the stature ofttleeiss of Christ; Eph.4:13-
Perfection is achieved by being Spirit led 100Rthe time, just as Jesus was.
Achieving this level of intimacy and subsequentdbrce is one of our greatest end time
challenges.

TEACH THE WORD & BEING SPIRIT LED

Apostles teach that the Holy Spirit has a twio-fob description regarding the leading and
instruction of the Lord.

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathel w&nd in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all thsrtgat | said to you. John 14:26

1. Bring to our remembrance of general Biblical caamds
(Therefore we need to know the Word)
2. Teach us otheal) things

We need also to understand other aspectseoHbly Spirit's work in leading, guiding
and speaking to us.
But the anointing which you have received from lbides in you, and you do not need that
anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teagteoncerning all things, and is true,

and is not a lie, and just as it has taught yow wall abide in Him. 1 John Z:2
He will guide you into all truth; for He will notegak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you thingsctame. Jdinl3
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, thesesons of God. Rom. 8:14

This means thall things all truth andall the things that are yet to conaee not in our
Bibles and we need the Holy Spirit to tell us. tRarmore, if the Bible were to be our only
guide,sons of Godvould not need to be led by the Spirit of God. sTgoes far beyond the
general Pentecostal and Charismatic message thétdly Spirit is there simply to empower
believers to speak in tongues, heal the sick aedad@ in the gifts.

Jesus was only able to accomplish what He dioutfh a Spirit led life. Therefore, to be
able to achieve John 14:12 believers also mustbppeed to be led by the Spirit.

FOUNDATION = RELATIONSHIP & OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST

The previous blocks of truth all work togetherform part of the initial foundation. The
early church that turned the world upside down drdyl the teaching of the gospels and the
disciples’ role modeling found in the book of Acég.that stage, the epistles weren’t written.

Jesus saidyly sheep hear My voice... John 1D:2
| will show you what he is like who comes to me hedrs my words and puts them into
practice. He is like a man building a house, whg down deep and laid the foundation

the rock. Luke 6:46 NIV
The foundation taught was;
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1. Coming to Him - an intimate relationship with therd

2. Hearing His voice

3. Being obedient to it.

Hearing His words is more than trying to obég tBible. It's speaking of personal
instruction.
You search the Scriptures, for in them you think ave eternal life; and these are they
which testify of Me. But you are not willing_tawee to Methat you may have life.

John 5:380
HEAVEN IS NOT THE GOAL
The basic traditional evangelistic message iec#ive Jesus and you will go to heaven.”

However, this is not the apostolic message. Thé giothe gospel is not getting people to
heaven. Eternal life is not heaven;
And this is eternal life, that they may know Y, only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent. John 17:3
Therefore our translation of John 3:16 is;

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have a relationship with the Lord that goes on forever;

This relationship in turn allows us to receivaly personal instructions just as Jesus did
and is the essential key for us to go onto pedectiHeb.6:1. The foundation is that Christ’s
death and resurrection has enabled us to haventineaie relationship with the Lord. We
enter into this by repentance and faith.

Apostles acted as role models, taught and taiaed the same foundation. Paul's later
letters encouraged believers to return to this &mmehtal truth.
According to the grace of God which was given tq asea wise master builder | have laid
the foundation, and another builds on it. But latle one take heed how he builds on it
... havingbeen built on the foundation of the apostles amppets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief cornerstone. Eph. 2:20

PRAYER — REVELATION OF RELATIONSHIP

An apostle’s prayer reveals their foundatiaydls
| keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Chtist glorious Father, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you magvkiim better Eph. 1:17 NIV

"l do not pray for these alone, but also for the#®o will believe in Me through their word;
that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in&nel | in You;_that they also may be one in
Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. #edglory which You gave Me | have
given them, that they may be one just as We are one John 2@:22

My little children, for whom | labor in birth agaiantil Christ is formed inyou ... Gal. 4:19

REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL OF THE KING DOM
Apostles receive revelation of the mysteryhaf tjospel of the kingdom.
... how that by revelation He made known to me thetany... as it has now been revealed
by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: Eph 3:3-6
The apostles and prophets are sent with a $peessage of the mystery of the gospel of
the kingdom. The previous building block truthg atl included in that gospel. Many
teach on the kingdom, but pay little attention e @ital aspect.
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"The kingdom of God does not come with observationwill they say, 'See here!' or 'See
there!" For indeed, the kingdom of God is withou” Luke 17:20-21

Jesus revealed this truth of His hidden Kingdetis government being in us). It was the
potential of having His internal rule, not simply external rule.

The apostle Jesus taught this to unbelieveas &ample to us.

Apostles present the full gospel of the kingdoessage and reveal the mystery; being led
internally by the Spirit of God, just as Jesus was.
... this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Chnigtou, the hope of glory. Col. 1:27

Many apostles still appear to be unaware eif tfpecial message and limit the truth to be
Spirit filled not Spirit led. Preaching the revigd@ of the mystery is a basic apostolic role.
This part of the mystery provides the foundationthe other parts of the mystery yet to be
fulfilled. Eph. 1:9-10; 3:2-11

Without the propefioundation,many “churches” are formed without a biblical patt
Those starting them may have been sincere, butltzasa sincerely wrong foundation of
getting people to heaven. Others may have begunfoandation of ambition, competition,
ignorance or division.

This section has been adapted from our book “Thet$&ed Life”, Chapter 3, “A Missing
Foundational Truth”. For those who would like aajex in-depth study, this chapter is
available in the Appendix.

A FULL GOSPEL PRESENTATION
The proof of this internal rule was providedoiingh the miraculous
“Don't you believe that | am in the Father, ardht the Father is in me? The words | say to
you are not just my own, Rather, it is the Fattigmg in me, who is doing his work. Believe
me when | say that | am in the Father and the Fathen me; or at least believe on the
evidence of the miracles themselves.” John1@k11 NIV

Miracles were the Biblical evidence that Chiisus can lead us and provide the power to
change our own and others’ lives. It is the admsteay of fully presenting the gospel and
cementing in the foundation.

They were convinced by the power of miraculousssamd wonders and by the power of
God's Spirit. In this way, | have fully presented Good News of Christ... Rom. 15:19 NLT

In Biblical terms, without miracles, signs amdnders, the gospel is not fully presented.

THE MESSAGE BRINGS DERISION

The message brought with it derision, sarcasih laeing ostracized by the religious
establishment. Why? It set believers free fromtimsing and insecure leaders.
For | think that God has displayed us, the apostlast, as men condemned to death; for we
have been made a spectacle to the world, bothgelarand to men. We are fools for Christ's
sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak youtare strong! You are distinguished, but
we are dishonored! To the present hour we bothghurand thirst, and we are poorly
clothed, and beaten, and homeless. And we laborkimgp with our own hands. Being
reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endureygodiefamed, we entreat. We have been
made as the filth of the world, the offscouringibthings until now. 1Cor. 431
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Similarly today, the message of the Spirit liézl will be scoffed at and opposed by many
who feel threatened by releasing the believers #neyverseeing.
This is not a role for those who seek worldbpplarity or fame.

PIONEERS ... WITH HIS OWN CHILDREN
As a father in the faith, an apostle’s goalswet to climb up the denominational

leadership ladder nor gather other churches to {berr organization. They were not
appointed by man to take charge of existing chugche

We are clearly told that Jesus Himself appairigpostle$ and they were led by the Spirit
to make disciples. Through birthing and relatiopskhey became their spiritual fathers.
And so | have made it my aim to preach the gospel,where Christ was named, lest |
should build on another man's foundation... Rdlh:20-21
Then we will be able to go and preach the Good Newagher places far beyond you, where
no one else is working. Then there will be no qaestf our boasting about work done in
someone else's territory. 2 C@0:16-17 NLT

We are not saying that an apostle cannot lzheif to others or adopt fatherless churches
or individuals. However, it is not their primary thation or goal.

When apostles move on to pioneer new territoey tcan leave the churches in the hands of
other five-fold ministries e.g. teaching/adminisitra and pastoral gifts.

Any new apostles raised by them would evenguadive the apostolic urge to pioneer new
works.
Today’s New Territory

As God is restoring the foundation, there aemynchurches where this full gospel mystery
has not been preached. Therefore, this is newidgrnvhere no apostles have previously
planted this message. In these cases, end timdlegpeogll not be building on another
apostle’s foundation as the original foundation wesger laid by an anointed master builder.

This rebuilding will be carried out by apostlasd prophets across the entire Body of
Christ. As a result, many present leaders willteeekingdom in a totally new perspective.

Through personal relationship, many of theseldes then will re-align themselves with
these fathers.

GOVERN OR SERVE?

Some would claim that apostles need to govegrchurch.

The Bible does talk about those who govermgrtaeless it's the manner in which they do
this that'’s vital.
“... he who is greatest among you, let him be asythenger and he who governs as he who

serves’ Luke 22:26
Jesus saidYou know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord #eo them and their great men
exercise authority over them. “Yet it shall notdmeamong you!” Matt. 20:25

Jesus condemns leaders who dominate andbtbetrevers.

Others would claim that apostles have pre-enun;
And God has appointed these in the church: fgsistles ... 1 Cor.2R:
Does beingfirst” imply that the apostle is necessarily the boss diurch organization who
gives orders, hires, fires and has a huge staff?
... but whoever desires to become great among ybhjnebe your servant, And whoever
desires to be first among you, let him be yourestav just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give His lifaresom for many.” Matt. 20:25-28
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Great leaders become servants. However, tdirsie the greatest of the great become
slaves. Genuine apostles do not seek positiom®ély authority, influence or recognition.
They choose to be love slaves and equip the besievieo will eventually fulfill these roles.

Further confusion arises when we see apparertacbctions in Scripture such as;
“Obey those who rule over you...” Heb. 13:17
The words “obey” and “rule” are poorly translatadhe KJV Bible.

The original Greek word for “ruleis “hegeomai” which means to lead, guide or go
before. The Greek word for “obey” ‘ipeitho” of which W.E.Vine says;
“The obedience suggested is not by submissionttoaty, but resulting from persuasion”.

Therefore, Heb. 13:17 should more correctly reasl{daichable and be persuaded by those
who lead and guide you.

PERSUADED HOW?
Let's now see how the apostles are to governyahtle love slaves.

When Moses built the Tabernacle (God’s dwelloace), he built it according to God'’s
pattern or plan; Ex. 25:8,9.

In order for a house to be built there needset@ master builder who can firstly read the
blue print and secondly play their part in the ¢arion.

They also need to oversight the carpentersklagiers, plumbers and laborers etc. to ensure
the building meets its owner’s specifications.

As the temples of the Holy Spirit, believeeed to built ugo the measure of the stature
of the fullness ChrisPaul called himself a master builder.

Apostles, our master builders are given theesstdnding of God’s mystery blue print for
the building up of the church. Eph. 1:9-10 : 3:2Thky are to lay the foundation along with
the prophets. Co-workers such as teachers, shephedifellow laborers are to continue the
building program.

The early apostles were first, in that they foundbdrches, but they then moved on and
seemed not to have been involved with the dailyiaditnation of church affairs.

Paul was involved in the local church when he wasealed to, or was compelled by a
bad situation. In those instances, he gave the Wftide Lord. Because of his devotion and
care, he’'d earned the right and respect to respsertdeir father.

Paul saw his role in terms of responsibility rattiem in terms of authority

Being responsible for the oversight, the eapystles returned as led, or sent other peer
ministries to appoint elders and put things in ardéhey also provided ongoing
communication and sent direction, correction andoaragement through letters; Col. 4:7,
17; Rom. 16: 1-24. This ensured the foundationsarersolid and that the building continued
to follow God’s specifications.

Over-sighting the growth of believers is an dles$ first or prime governmental
responsibility.

MY MINISTRY OR THEIR MINISTRY?
What is the difference between a leader who iseskand one who serves?
One who is served expects believers are tloerté purpose of promotirigs ministry.
A servant is there to equip believers to futfikir ministry. Eph. 4: 11,12
The former preach Christ from selfish ambition .. it latter out of love. Phil. 1:16-17

Slave apostles pour their lives into those theyegrgpping, expecting nothing in return.
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Slave apostles prefer to equip believers to cli@rhountains of society rather than being
prominent themselves.

When believers witness both the power and htynof a genuine apostle, they willingly
submit to their authority, as they realize that lieing used purely to benefit them.
For even if | should boast somewhat more aboutaathority, which the Lord gave us for
edification and not for your destruction ... Cbor. 10:8

GOD APPOINTED

Apostles are not self-appointed nor are thgyoayed by other men. As with the entire
five-fold ministry, they are a gift to the Body aagdpointed by God. 1 Cor. 12:28. However,
they can be recognized by man and can be setapagent out as apostles, (Acts 13:2-4)
How can they be recognized? By exhibiting the térudf the two proofs previously
mentioned.

In the following chapter, we will discuss theggestion by some that there are apostles
who do not fit into this category.

WEAK FOUNDATIONS

Why is it that these foundations have not baeargto many baby believers?
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers,axemeed that one teach you again which
be the first principles of the oracles of God; sar@ become such as have need of milk, and
not of strong meat Heb. 5:12 KJV

It would seem firstly that many of today’s lesers have never been fully taught the first
principles or secondly they need to be remindec-educated.

Traditionally, in the majority of cases, teachehave endeavored to impart “the

foundation”, not apostles. In some cases, thisbde®n achieved by briefly going through a
short-list of subjects mentioned in Hebrews.
Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elemenpaiyciples of Christ, let us go on to
perfection, not laying again the foundation of refamce from dead works and of faith
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of layorgof hands, of resurrection of the dead,
and of eternal judgment. Heb. 6:1-2

However, these principles are basic ingredjemiteen combined; make the total foundation
achievable
I will show you what he is like who comes to md hears my words and puts them into
practice. He is like a man building a house, whg down deep and laid the foundation
the rock. Luke 6:46 NIV
The personwho comes to me and hears my words and puts thenpriactice” has laid the
foundation

Because these Hebrew 6 truths are considerdzhsio €lementary principlésby some
teachers, they spend little time on them.

They are apparently unaware that these priesiphould lead to believers coming to the
Lord and hearing personally from Him. In some sasew believers are simply given a
small brochure with a brief explanation of eachtha principles. Some teachers want to
move quickly to the next stagét us go on to perfectionifhey have a God given bias
towards teaching and they wrongly assume that gangto perfection means perfect
knowledge of the Bible.

Teachers will quite often refer to it as “meat”

What is Jesus’ description of “meat”.
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Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the whimfthat sent me, and to finish his work.
John 4:34 KJV
In contrast, an apostle imparts to believery thee saved by grace. There is a mile of
difference between teaching on faith and impartinghe faith revelation removes guilt and
condemnation, enables them to have a relationshiptiie Lord and to be able to hear from
Him. After receiving that foundation, they would &ble to go on to perfection ... imitating
the meat-works of Jesus; Eph. 4:11-13

POWERS OF THE AGE TO COME

Once we grasp the truth of the rule of Christ bemtgrnal and not external, it brings a
whole new level of understanding for the time tldrist returns and establishes the new
kingdom. Have you ever imagined what it will beelikvhen this new age of God’'s
government begins?

Some have pictured believers simply standing betfoeelLord and singing to Him just as
they would in a huge church service. They then e¢qédrhaps imagine Him teaching or
commanding all of us what to do.

| have no doubt there will be times of the gathgmf the Family. The first one will be a
huge party, a feast, to celebrate His return. R8¥9. However, we will not be permanently
standing in the throne room singing throughoutretgr\We will be governing and serving in
different locations under heaven.

Then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatnefisedkingdoms under the whole heaven,
shall be given to the people, the saints of thetMagh. Dan. 7:27 Ps. 8:4-6; Luke 19:11-24

How is He going to maintain relationship and guidgidlions or possibly billions of Family
members? It's the same way He wants to do it nowmternal leading, not external laws.

The elementary equipping of apostles will provigsv converts with this ability
... for those who were once enlightened, hade tasted the heavenly gift, and have become
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted tbedyword of God and the powers of the age
to come .... Heb. 6:4-5

There are many well taught believers who are hunggebut as yet haven't been enlightened
and as a result haven’t tasted the power of the elgeome.

TEACH OTHERS

We mentioned earlier that the foundation is thetmmportant part of the building, because
it determines the size, shape, and strength oémliee structure. Without solid foundational
equipping, like the leaning Tower of Pisa, the teEamgnds up tilting with believers leaning
towards information instead of transformation.

This is the job description of the end time stfms and prophets. After restoring this
foundational truth, others can then impart to onirel believers of these same principles.
And the things that you have heard from me amongymatnesses, commit these to faithful
men who will be able to teach others also. 2 Tim. 2:2-3

In a later chapter, we discuss the differehtdescriptions of the five-fold ministry and the
role each plays.
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Summary Chapter 2

1. Intimacy the Goal: The apostle Paul's major fitational goal was not preaching, Biblical
revelation, miracles or church planting; it waseasonal relationship with the Lord.
His core values weré&nowing Christ, gaining Chrisindbecoming one with Him

2. As a result of His intimate relationship withet Father, Jesus was able to receive
guidance. He wasn't just Spirit filled ... He wagir8 led. Every aspecof Jesus’ ministry
was personally directed by the Spirit of the Ldfdve are going to imitate Jesus, this is the
only way.Perfection is achieved by being Spirit led 100%heftime, just as Jesus was.

3. Apostles teach that the Holy Spirit has a twid-job description regarding the leading and
instruction of the Lord.
* Bring to our remembrance of general Biblical comasan
(Therefore we need to know the Word)
» Teach usall things all truth andall the things that are yet to come

4. The foundation taught was; Coming to Him - aimate relationship with the Lord ...
Hearing His voice ...Being obedient to it. Hearing kiords is more than trying to obey the
Bible. It's speaking of personal instruction.

5. Heaven is not the goal: Eternal life is a relaship not a place. Our translation of John

3:16 is;For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have a relationship with the Lord that goes on forever;

6. Apostles receive revelation of the mysteryh&f gospel of the kingdom. They present the
full gospel of the kingdom message and reveal thisteny; being led internally by the Spirit
of God, just as Jesus was.

7. Miracles were the Biblical evidence that ‘Chirsus’ can lead us and provide the power to
change our own and others’ lives. It is the admsteay of fully presenting the gospel and
cementing in the foundation.

In Biblical terms, without miracles, signs and wlers, the gospel is not fully presented.

8. Similarly today, the message of the Spirit liéel Will be scoffed at and opposed by many
who feel threatened by releasing the believers #neyverseeing.
This is not a role for those who seek worldly pepity or fame.

9. Great leaders become servants. However, thrdie the greatest of the great become
slaves. Genuine apostles do not seek positiom®ddly authority, influence or recognition.
They choose to be love slaves and equip the besievieo will eventually fulfill these roles.

10. One who is served expects believers are thetbe purpose of promotintgs ministry.
A servant is there to equip believers to futhkeir ministry. Eph. 4: 11,12

11. On His return, how is Jesus going to maint&kationship with all of His Family
members? Internal leading ... not external laws.

The elementary equipping of apostles will enlightiemv converts witlthe powers of the age
to comegnabling them to learn how to hear from the Lordino
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Chapter 3

DIFFERENT TYPES OF APOSTLES?

Some may concede that the traits we discusse part and parcel of the original
apostolic DNA. However, they would still claim ththere were other kinds of apostles with
a different gifting. They see a particular ministrgcognize them as an apostle and then tag
them with a ministry sub-title. Obviously, thereeds to be Biblical proof to substantiate this
claim.

JAMES - AN ADMINISTRATIVE APOSTLE?

James, the brother of Jesus is used as anpéxaofi what some may term an
“administrative” apostle. He was a recognized dpdstl. 1:19, but why the extra title?

An “administrative” apostle is apparently calesed by some to be a person who is in
charge of an organization or network. (e.g. CEO¢ €kidence of their apostolic calling is
their governmental or managerial ability.

This administrative gift is mentioned in | Cdr2:28, but is it an indication of or a core
value of an apostolic gift?

Can we consider the following? Was there ict faven a need for an administrative
apostle in the early church?

In James’ era, the church was not meeting alyuin large numbers in the Temple or
elsewhere. They met in homes scattered around ithe Therefore, there was no large
weekly congregational meeting. The organizatiat titormally goes into conducting a large
meeting was not required. There was no need tal lsaihctuaries or office blocks so, as a
result, no mortgages, financial meetings etc, €fbis simple structure delegated
responsibility and eliminated one of the greateshiaistrative loads that the modern church
faces.

Overseeing the flock was focused on discipleskipsuring that believers were being
equipped for the work of their ministry and keepthg church on track theologically.

Obviously, the original deacons did not serviage church services. Instead, they took on
more practical administrative roles.

Jesus’ disciples had apostolic priorities whi@vey others the opportunity for managerial
tasks such as organizing the feeding of orphansddws. (Acts 6:2-4) As important as this
ministry was, they had other apostolic duties whadk precedence.

Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you senemof good reputation, full of the Holy
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over thisirass;but we will give ourselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of therd:o Acts 6:3-4

* They didn’'t appoint one of the twelve to adminitgrthe workers.

* They didn’t appoint a new administrative apostleg(elames) to even choose the
workers to look after the business.

* They gave ‘the brethren’ full responsibility forleeting the men.

* The apostles simply confirmed their selection

* The apostles’ priority wagrayer and the ministry of the word

Their administration involved quick and decisiveagation to the church. “You decide ...
you do it”
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Deacons or Apostles?

The feeding of the widows and orphans wowdehbeen no small task and a network of
support would have been needed. If organizedadem times it may have attracted a name
such as Jerusalem Community Care ( J.C.C.).

Today, the head of J.C.C. may also have beem the title of an administrative apostle.

Not so with the early church ... at best theyewknown as deacons.

Unfortunately, in many cases tradition hasgated the role and function of a deacon to a
helper in a church service.

This name and role needs to be restored andh dhvwe former honor it deserves. Let’s
review the qualificationsMen of good reputation, full of the Holy Spi(Bpirit led?)and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. ®8t

Perhaps then, the name ‘deacon’, would be mitmecdlly appropriate for many of those
over sighting church business rather than the“gidieninistrative” apostle.

James’ Apostolic Ministry

One might expect that this efficient foundatiopattern of releasing deacons or others to
administrate would have continued after the inijpbstles finally moved on to pioneer other
works. If this was the case, what are possiblerateses for the majority of James’ apostolic
ministry?

Was every person in Jerusalem saved? Obviowgly Wouldn't there have remained a
ministry for preaching? As an apostle, there woblve been an inward God-given
compulsion to teach and preach the gospel.

Secondly, were all the believers in Jerusaleatune and Spirit led?

Wouldn't the baby and less mature believersinibeir foundation laid?

He was obviously teaching ... the book of Jareestributed to him. Also Acts 15:13-18

How did he get this revelation? It would haweb through intimate relationship with the
Lord. An apostle equips the saints for the workhair ministry. One may surmise that he
would equip others to hear from God as well.

There would have been much to do in regardeting the gospel preached to every
creature throughout Jerusalem and raising matuievies.

Signs & Wonders?

Some would claim that James didn’'t necessanigrate in signs and wonders because
there is no biblical record of it. Therefore, heir minds, the miraculous comes under the
heading of ministry that only some apostles may dd-erein lies the heart of the present
challenge of defining an apostle. Surely, we cafithinate core values of an apostle based
on what is not recorded in some cases. All of Jesumscles were not mentioned in
Scripture. John 20:30. We can't emphatically shgt James didn’'t operate in the
miraculous just because it's not in the Bible. @thse you could then postulate that he
didn't move in the gifts, speak in tongues or havieving relationship with the Lord etc.,
etc.

Finally, the apostle Paul also gave us prodhif aspect of the ministry of James and any
other recognized apostle..

When | was with you, | certainly gave you prooft tham an apostle.
For | patiently did mangigns and wonders and miracles among you2 Cor. 12:12 NLT

Paul wrote ¥ Corinthians in about 56 AD. At that time, the atiwlous was still
considered proof of an apostle.
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James and the other apostles would have hagl mooving in signs and wonders otherwise,
based on Paul's assessment; they wouldn't havediessed as an apostle in the first place.

We can'’t find where Paul changed his evaluation

Creating a whole new job description of an #posased on what wasn't recorded can
surely only lead to confusion and error.

As previously stated we believe that the Gr€ammission is an across-the-board
command for everyone who is an anointed apostles gommission has not been rescinded.

Convening Meetings

The first apostles preached and taught in hoets, 5:42. Nevertheless, it was necessary
for apostles to gather larger leaders meetingscoasion for encouraging or discussion.

Therefore, we are not inferring that James diwtilhave had some administration duties.
He presided over a leaders’ meeting (Jerusalem @loAnts 15:6-29). However, it didn’t
mean necessarily that he spent the majority otihie organizing such events. One would
also expect that he had others with gifts of adstiation or deacons around him managing
this work.

In our mind, there is a huge difference betwi#e concept of an “administrative” apostle
and an apostle who exhibits core “Great Commissiealles and convenes occasional
meetings.

If we want to have an educated evaluation atwiis main ministry was, there is a far
greater evidence of him teaching, preaching andsteiing daily as the apostles did, rather
than the depiction of him sitting in an office, papshuffling and directing or organizing
believers. He was more likely to have the sametapogore values and pattern;

“but we will give ourselvesontinually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."

Their foundation was based on;

1. Their relationship with the Lord, both talking todahearing from Him (prayer).

2. The preaching and the teaching of the gospel okitiglom (ministry of the word.)

3. If prayer and ministry of the word were dooentinually, they were the priorities,

obviously, administration was not.

There may be some apostles doing the work a@d¢acon, however, looking after church
business does not stand up biblically as being@calue of an apostle.

If we do have genuine apostles in the positibhaving to run endless meetings with staff,
board meetings, doing up reports or organizing sarsj perhaps they need to re-evaluate
and prioritize their ministry in line with theiriginal Biblical calling.

... but we will give ourselves continually to praged to the ministry of the word.
Acts 6:4
Further Problems

If we are to call administrators ‘apostlesth@ut the other two proofs, this opens the door
to further problems.

Society at the moment is under attack from @dministration through government
legislation resulting in more and more laws. Themsed “public servants” become
bureaucratic. Thomas Jefferson said, “My readindhisfory convinces me that most bad
government results from too much government.”

The church potentially has the same problem. Tdtara of an administrator is to have
everything decent and in order ... no mistakes. e &asiest way to achieve this is not by
education, but by new rules.

In the natural children learning to walk willllfaover. Mistakes are inevitable and a
necessary part of the learning curve. Baby belgeae going to put a foot wrong on
occasion in learning to walk in the Spirit.
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For example, they will not always hear from Gawld may not prophesy with 100%
accuracy. However, they learn from their mistakes.

Those with administrator mindsets find thischto handle and will want to bring in rules
to stop any mistakes and avoid any possible endsmant.

For example, gifts of the Spirit may be disemed in meetings. Believers may not be
encouraged to seek the Lord for their own visidms tis replaced by ‘safe’ programs
organized by the administrator. Home churcheall@wved) will have strict guidelines which
negate the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Fear of making a mistake replaces encouragetaestep out in faith  Believers must be
given the opportunity to fail and learn from theiunders. Giving an administrator the title
of apostle gives them a carte blanche opportunitgver-administrate, wrapping believers up
in cotton wool and therefore minimizing their redeaWe are not saying they are appalling
people; it's just the nature of the gifting ... ame tgift is needed. Nevertheless, by being in
total control, they are simply a round peg in aasglhole.

In 1 Cor. 12:28 Paul lists gifting beginningthy first apostlesThe gift of administration
is listed number seven and should come under thesight of a master builder, the apostle.
With the entire five-fold ministry involved in eqping, the balance of wisdom, caution and
faith can be outworked.

APOLLOS — ONLY A WATER BOY?

The same inference of a “one ministry” aposteld be made in reference to Apollos.
Paul referred to Apollos in a manner which suggkssapostleship; 1 Cor.4: 1-9. However,
when we read] planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the imse21 Cor. 3:6,some
immediately want to put Apollos in the “wateringlghcategory as preaching and signs and
wonders aren’t mentioned.

If Apollos only watered and did not reveak tmystery of the kingdom of God, let’s
designate him as a teacher, not one sent on aomidgsowever, mentioning that he watered
in one particular case does put him exclusivelg itreaching box. If you only took that one
Scripture, you could surmise that Paul only plarsed never watered.

The apostles worked as teams, shared the fahda occasions, swapped roles. Titus 1:5

However, if Apollos is, as Paul intimates, gostle, he would have been obedient to the
Great Commission.  In the beginning of his mnyiskpollos was described dervent in
spirit andpreached boldly in the synagogue Acts 18:25,P24ul said they wergtewards of
the mysteries of God. 1 Cor. 4:That meant they both were responsible for shatimeg
mystery of the kingdom.

Apollos had other missions apart from minisigin tandem with Paul.

We have only chosen two of the many apostlestioreed where there are at least some
pieces of evidence to show they cannot be autoalgtiagged as another class of apostle.

There is insufficient Biblical evidence to dastlwith every one of the twenty plus apostles
mentioned in the New Testament.

As previously stated, we can't eliminate theecealues of an apostle based on what is not
recorded in some cases. Therefore, to cover eveation we need to go back to our original
definition of anapostolos

We believe in broad terms the apostolic coreuevalvould be to fulfill the Great
Commission, by (1) preaching the mystery of thepgbsvith signs and wonders following
and (2) equipping disciples to do the same.
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This commission has never been invalidatdek Bible only mentions two proofs of an
apostle. If they are called apostles in the Bitiilen they would have exhibited these proofs,
otherwise the Word contradicts itself.

These verifications are to be remembered wlienmove onto our next segment on
teachers who claim to be apostles.

TEACHING APOSTLES

The apostle Paul was, of course, a great teasitethis is revealed in his epistles. As a
result, there are some who would claim an apostteisstry can be based solely on their
teaching ability. In the absence of the genuinendiational equipping of apostles and
prophets, in the main, teachers have assumedolkis Therefore, many would consider what
they teach is foundational, thus qualifying them “amaster builders”. Nevertheless, if
teaching the Word (watering) is their sole minisarnyd continual signs and wonders are not
evidenced, then, based on our previous biblicabfgtothey do not qualify as end time
apostles.

Where then does the teacher and teaching ddrttiee word of God fit into the equipping
of the saints?

Bible commentators tell us that the apostlel Ras converted around 35AD. When he
planted churches such as in Galatia, he stayedeomigtter of months before moving on. He
didn’t even appoint elders (this was done abowgax Yater).

What do you think he may have taught them that d@nable them to stand alone and
mature over that short period? The teaching ofl’'®apistles for example, would be
considered essential by many teachers to cemeidaf@undation.

Nevertheless, he hadn’t written his epistles iatstage.

We have already noted that Paul imitated Clggpreaching the mystery of the gospel of
the kingdom. He preached the full gospel and madéie inward guidance of the Spirit.
Rom. 15:19

Paul placed in new converts a strong and smwedation of coming to the Lord, hearing
His voice and obeying that instruction. This siemppostolic message of the mystery of the
kingdom enabled believers to turn the country upsiown.

New believers didn’'t require knowledge of subboks as Romans, Corinthians,
Philippians and Colossians etc. to create an evigtigexplosion. The majority of his letters
were written around AD56-AD61 approximately fivetém years after they became converts.

Obviously, there was no need for his epistlethiat elementary stage. Why? They were
only required when the particular churches begarsttay from the original apostolic
foundation. There was certainly greater revelatiohis letters, but the underlying message
was to bring them back to the foundation of relaidp with the Lord and the Spirit-led life.

We believe this type of correction, remindbgievers of their foundation and expanding
of Bible knowledge is the fundamental gifting afeacher.

.... that we should no longer be children, tosseahtth fro and carried about with every wind
of doctrine... Eph. 4:14

The teacher is to provide a well of Bible knesdge which is to be drawn upon by the

Holy Spirit, to provide personal guidance, wherd aen it is needed.

Specific Instruction
Even when the apostle Paul brought corredtimough his letters, it was specific to the
particular need of each church. To one it wasathming of not going back under legalism,
to another the lusts of the flesh and to othersthar of particular false teaching etc.
Apparently, he didn’t send a copy of his coti@tof one church to all the others.
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In many cases today, all of Paul's epistlesgaven as “the meat”, a substitute for basic
foundations rather than as a correction where dmnehvit is actually needed.

Why is this so important? It's of little userfteaching a little child all the dangers of
crossing the road ... unless they can first of alkwa

Similarly, teachers will inevitably bring inattion on all of the Biblical “Don’t do’s”.

However, we are told God’s answer to overconsimgis to be taught how to walk in the
Spirit.
| say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall ndfifi the lust of the flesh. Gal. 5:16

How can believers possibly be expected to overctirae’'Don’t do’s” of sin unless we
first learn how to walk in the Spirit?
“...for without Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
| can do all things through Christ who strengthems. iIP#:13

Teaching to overcome error is needed but itkhoome in the order that God requires it;

And God has appointed these in the church: firsistlps, second prophets, third teachers...
1 Cor 12:28

The foundational equipping of the apostles araplpets is to come prior to the teaching
gift. Teaching without the equipping of achievingeeything through Christ who strengthens
them, can quickly become a work of the flesh. &adrs will try to become better Christians
through their own ability and continually fail, tie¢ore ;
Stage 1. Apostles/prophets equip believers to haeendation of relationship with the Lord
and leading of His Spirit.
Stage 2. Teachers/pastors detect any deterretitis tieelationship and correct it.

When churches are predominantly trained by ahia the end result can be that
knowledge of the word can become the priority, ontcast to providing the practical ‘hands
on’ equipping enabling them to live their livesdabgh Christ.

Are we against teachers? Of course not! Thesaige teaching gifts to the Body have a
great depth of understanding of God’s word in kbthOld and New Testaments and provide
incredible insights to instil Godly character. love hearing expository teachers and have
been inspired and encouraged many times by thisdrade gift. Some teachers have had the
Godly insight to equip believers with keys to bdealn effectively study and research the
Bible themselves ... a vital and essential skill.

We are simply being candid about the contedt@der in which the Bible instruction is
given and the obvious need for five-fold ministeams to be restored. Eph. 4:11. If everyone
knows what part they are to play, it will mean thrahistry teams will work in harmony.

WORKPLACE APOSTLES

God is not limited to present church structawed this opens up the possibility of
workplace apostles; those who operate apostolicallg daily basis in the market place. The
apostle Paul provided an example of this througttdnt making.

| worked as a prison chaplain for over fourrgedn that time we recognized at least four
inmates who operated apostolically in jail (one adde sentence). Two of them, who have
since been released, continued their ministry aredad them is now an elder in our church.
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To help broaden boundaries and simplify outdtline description, can we consider that
there are some “full time” apostles and others wt®not “fulltime” ... but they are simply
all apostles.

This will also assist in providing basic across-tward guidelines for recognition.

For the most part, workplace or extended chambstles will be expected to exhibit the
same qualifications and move in the same activage¥ulltime” apostles.

Nevertheless, what are those qualifications® liriperative that an end time Bible based
standard be recognized, not simply looking at ttxleaaders and their present standards. We
need to ensure God’s standard is honored and wetopen ourselves up to recognizing
non- biblical apostles.

There are some who would claim that a moneyimga#bility or worldly position can be
an indicator of an apostolic anointing. An abilibtymake money as a businessman or become
the CEO of an organization does not appear to beobthe biblical proofs of an apostle.

For you see your calling, brethren, that not mamge according to the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called. But God hassen the foolish things of the world to
put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the thiems of the world to put to shame the
things which are mighty; and the base things ofvtleeld and the things which are despised
God has chosen, and the things which are not, iteglio nothing the things that are, that no
flesh should glory in His presence. 1 Cor. 1:26-29

Obviously, God can and does use men of woiltflyence to be apostles and prophets.
The apostle Paul was one of them. However, thetiguess, “Are we using a Biblical or
worldly standard for their adjudication?”

The apostle Paul faced a problem with leadees(pning to be apostles) who had become
full of pride. Nevertheless, they could not confiwhat they taught with the miraculous.

But | will come to you shortly, if the Lord willsnd | will know, not the word of those who
are puffed up, but the power. For the kingdom ol @ not in word but in power.
1 Cor. 4:19-20

Those who merit apostolic recognition will ngedeveal the kingdom through power and
equipping Jesus imitators. Genuine apostles redéwrir authority, influence and respect by
revealing these ministry aspects, not from corgosatcess or managerial abilities.

Other Options
If these “workplace” believers are not exhibitifgettwo proofs mentioned, what is their
calling?
1. They may be emerging apostles who have not corndhetfullness of their calling.
Paul and Barnabus were ministering before they separated for their apostolic
work; Acts 13:2-3.
However, if they are potential workplace apostiben at least some of those traits
would be in operation.
e.g. pioneering “home churches” and winning soudsigling in the workplace.

2. They may be great and committed believers, butdceuhply be exhibiting God-
given managerial skills, e.g. gifts of administwati gifts of helps, or perhaps deacons.
They may be reaching out to the unsaleatllet’s call them ambassadors ... not
apostles.

We agree their gift needs to be recognized. Kewaf their gift is not apostolic, let's not
placate them with a false title.
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Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or yguportance, but try to have a sane
estimate of your capabilities by the light of theH that God has given you.
Rom.12:3 J.B. Phillips

If they do not have a genuine anointing buteheacognition, they are open to receiving
false revelation and then influencing others.

Once recognized these “apostles” will have tbwer to recognize other peer ministries. As
a result, are we going to end up being flooded wgiftts of helps, administrations and
deacons all claiming to be apostles?

WOMEN APOSTLES

There has been great debate about whether woamelpe appointed apostles.

However, is there any Biblical evidence of thisfthe following scripture, two apostles are
given recognition.
Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and tfowfeorisoners, who are of note among
the apostles, who also were in Christ before men Rid:7

Traditionally, many have assumed that the nanméa was referring to a man.
Some Bible commentators claim that the originat teferred to a woman and was first
changed by scholars in the fourth century. Thears$or this are not clear, but could
possibly be attributed to male bias.

The following quote is a portion of a paperibgnnis J. Preato, Master of Divinity

Junia was a female apostle. This is the preferred view. The evidence is authoritative, compelling,
diverse, and objective. Junia has been demonstrated to be a woman based on the testimony of early
manuscripts, recorded statements of various church leaders through the 12th century, and research
performed by many other scholars attesting to the name Junia or Julia existing in ancient times.
The evidence for a male reading was based on later manuscripts subject to the interpretations of
scribes who thought lounian was a male and to the statement by one early church leader who was
also mistaken as to the correct gender of Prisca. Computer-generated searches could find no
example of a male Junias in ancient times nor is there any evidence proving that Junias was ever a
contracted form of a longer name.

Junia and Andronicus were apostles. Numerous contemporary and past scholarship, lexical
definitions, grammatical construction, and scriptural examples all provide the strongest support that
episemoi en tois apostolois, naturally meant they were "outstanding among the apostles,"” just as
Chrysostom so elegantly declared.

For the full discussion paper and arguments for and against;
www.godswordtowomen.org/juniapreato.htm

My personal opinion is that if anyone (malefemale) is fulfilling the core values of an
apostle, then that is proof of their calling.

In the Philippines where we have worked, thare women successfully filling this
function and have done so for many years. These emohave simply operated in that
anointing without a need for a title or recognitidrhey appear to consider themselves as
pastors.
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Summary Chapter 3

1. Administrative apostles: Jesus’ disciples bpdstolic priorities which gave others the
opportunity for managerial tasks such as organitivggfeeding of orphans & widows. As
important as this ministry was, they had other sgimsduties which took precedendat we
will give ourselves continually to prayer and te tministry of the word.

2. Believers must be given the opportunity to &t learn from their blunders. Giving an
administrator the title of apostle gives them @ecétanche opportunity to over-administrate,
wrapping believers up in cotton wool and thereforeimizing their release.

3. We can't eliminate the core values of an apdséieed on what is not recorded in some
cases. Therefore, to cover every situation we negmw back to our original definition of an
apostolos (1) preaching the mystery of the gospel with signd wonders following and (2)
equipping disciples to do the same.

4. Teaching apostles: If Apollos only watered didinot reveal the mystery of the kingdom
of God, let's designate him as a teacher, not @m en a mission. Mentioning that he
watered in one particular case does put him exalsin a teaching box. If you only took
that one Scripture, you could surmise that Pay} ptanted and never watered.

5. The foundational equipping of the apostles aruplpets is to come prior to the teaching
gift. Teaching without the equipping of achieviexerything through Christ who strengthens
them, can quickly become a work of the flesh. Balis will try to become better Christians
through their own ability and continually fail.

6. New believers didn't require knowledge of suchoks as Romans, Corinthians,
Philippians and Colossians etc. to create an evigtigexplosion. The majority of his letters
were written around AD56-AD61 approximately fivetém years after they became converts.

7. Obviously there was no need for his epistlethet elementary stage. They were only
required when the particular churches began ty $tcan the original apostolic foundation.

The underlying message Paul gave through his setteas to bring them back to the
foundation of relationship with the Lord and thar&ied life.

8. Stage 1. Apostles/prophets equip believersate la foundation of relationship with the
Lord and leading of His Spirit.
Stage 2. Teachers/pastors detect any deterretitis teelationship and correct it.

9. Workplace apostles: For the most part, workplac extended church apostles will be
expected to exhibit the same qualifications and enmvthe same activities as “fulltime”
apostles. An ability to make money as a businessindecome the CEO of an organization
does not appear to be one of the biblical prooso&postle.

10. Women apostles: If anyone (male or femaleulilling the core values of an apostle,
then that is proof of their calling.
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Chapter 4

FALSE APOSTLES

We have left discussing false apostles until st is vital we first know the qualities of
a genuine apostle before attempting to identifganterfeit.

Each of us has been wired by God to have amate¢ relationship with Him. Without it,
we will sense there is something missing in ouedivif a person does not have a genuine
personal relationship with the Lord, they will redve received the love and encouragement
that this intimacy provides. Therefore, they aré¢ fuifilled and will seek the recognition,
acceptance and love from others. This is the foumak problem of a false apostle.

This lack of relationship can have two souréesst of all the false apostle may never have
had the relationship in the first place.

Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, hawe not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in iyame?' And then | will declare to
them, 'l never knew you; depart from Me, you whaxcfice lawlessness!" Matt. 7:22-23

Secondly, they may have begun their Christiatkwn that relationship, but other things
became their priority.
Nevertheless | have this against you, that you tefte/our first love. Remember therefore
from where you have fallen; repent and do the fwstks, or else | will come to you quickly
and remove your lampstand from its place — unlessgpent. Rev. 2:4-5

My friend Ralph Neighbour Jnr. shared with rhatthe saw many young leaders begin
their ministry with pure motives and a love for GhrAs their ministry grew and flourished,
there was a change in their hearts and they beaarb#ious for recognition.

These young leaders hddft their first love"from which they did not repent, resulting in
the Lord removing their effective ministry Matt271-23.

In both of these cases seeking respect, appamd acknowledgement from believers and
peer ministries instead of from Him, leaves therero deception and being a tool for the
devil. We are warned,;

For such are false apostles, deceitful workersnsfarming themselves into apostles of
Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transferimmself into an angel of light.
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers @lgansform themselves into ministers of
righteousness, 2 Cof.:13-15

Therefore they will look and sound like the g article. What's the difference? In the
simplest of terms, it comes back to the intenheirthearts.

GENUINE APOSTLES - CHRIST CENTRED
Genuine apostles will continually centre their naggsand role modelling on Christ.

1. A true apostle ensures that the gospel they prdagh the foundation ... a
relationship with Christ.

According to the grace of God which \ga&n to me, as a wise master builder | have
laid the foundation, and another bui@dsit. But let each one take heed how he builds
on it. For no other foundation can angday than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. 1 Cor. 3:10-12
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2. A genuine apostle will then equip believers to hieam the Lord and obedience to
His personal and His written word.
| will show you what he is like who cent@ me and hears my words and puts them
into practice. He is like a man buildiaghouse, who dug down deep and laid the
foundation on the rock. Luke 6:46 NIV

3. A true apostle will continually remind believers rteturn to abiding in Him (living
their life through His guidance). Throughout hissélps, Paul’'s underlying message
was to come back to the foundation.

These things | have written to you concerning thvalse try to deceive you. But the anointing
which you have received from Him abides in you, yamddo not need that anyone teach you;
but as the same anointing teaches you concerningyialys, and is true, and is not a lie, and

just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 1 JohR6-27
He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears much fifoit without Me you can do nothing.

John 15:5
| can do all things through Christ who strengthems. PAi13

FALSE APOSTLES — NOT CHRIST CENTRED
What are indicators of a false apostle?

1. The devil knows the importance of this intimateateinship with Him Who
teaches you concerning all thing he can sidetrack sincere believers from
abiding in Him, they won't be able to reach theilt potential and ability talo all
things

2. Not having their own personal relationship witk ttord leaves false apostles
with no ability to equip others in this foundatidrhey may be able to mention it,
refer to it in Scripture, but will not be able topart it.

3. Consequently, a false apostle will distract bedisvfrom that relationship. Christ
will be mentioned, giving an appearance of rightetaaching, but He is not their
focus.

4. False apostles eventually draw believers to therasetheir church meetings and
their vision. Their ministry and their vision catl be Bible based but their
teaching foundation is faulty.

5. Their vision should be to equip believers to havwelationship with Christ. By
sidetracking them, it cripples their ability to leel by Him.

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy emgbty deceit, according to the
tradition of men, according to the basic principtasthe world, and not according to Christ.
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godheantlity; and you are complete in Him, who
is the head of all principality and power. Col. 2:8-10

MODUS OPERANDI
There are many ways that we can be deceivedhavel our attention turned away from our
relationship with the Lord. However, we must be sathat false apostles will appear to be
ministers of righteousnessherefore, what they teach will contain truth.
Let’s look at just three of these to reveal heagy it can be to keep believers distracted
from the great foundational truth by sidetrackihgrh with other teaching.
1. Teaching on Blessing
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2. Teaching on Holiness
3. Bible Knowledge or Equipping?

TEACHING ON BLESSING

We have some leaders who place a major emploaisi§od’s blessing and personal
prosperity. Does God want to bless us? Of coursinbs!

It's a basic truth that is given to believersilelihey are babies in the faith. In the natural,
little is expected of a toddler, it cries out atglneeds are met. One of the detrimental aspects
of a little child is that it only thinks of its owwell being. However, a baby is expected
eventually to learn how to walk, talk, hear andylt® parents’ instructions.

They grow up to become useful members of thesélold, doing things for others.
Similarly, little is expected of spiritual babieBhey receive blessing when they cry out to
their heavenly Father. The detrimental aspect epiatual child is its selfishness; “What
about me?” However, spiritual little children aepected to grow up and learn to hear and
obey their Fathers voice, walk in the Spirit anddrmae useful workers in His household.

Nevertheless, some believers want to remain gplrittle children.

For a time is coming when people will no longetdisto sound and wholesome teaching.
They will follow their own desires and will look teachers who will tell them whatever their

itching ears want to hear. They will reject thettrand chase after myths. 2 Tim. 4:3-4 NLT

What is it that childish believers are itching &ah?

» They want to hear Jesus died for them ... but notitatdging daily for others.

* They want to be financially independent ... not takpendence on God

» They want to hear God is their servant ... they ateHis servants.

* They want to hear they are to be blessed ... nogleeiniessing

* They want to hear attendance of a church meetingarge important than meeting
needs or meeting with Him.

* They want to be entertained ... not equipped

* They want recognition and worldly success ... ndig¢dove slaves

* They want their leader to tell them what to do eatthan spending time in prayer
asking what the Lord wants them to do.

* Any financial giving is based on a motive of, “Homuch can | get back?”

The false apostle is seeking recognition thho(gther) attracting large numbers to the
church and/or monetary gain. They gladly accomnedhé selfishness of devotees and
tickle their fancy with child-level messages to wmesregular attendance, dependence on the
organization and of course, their financial support

A Mirage

The first problem is that because their matigee not Godly, the riches they are expecting
are simply a mirage.
Yet you don't have what you want because you dsk'God for it. And even when you ask,
you don't get it because your motives are all wretygu want only what will give you
pleasure. You adulterers! Don't you realize thaeridship with the world makes you an
enemy of God? James 4:2-4 NLT
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There are a couple of scenarios if God doesmttie through with the blessings in the time
frame they've allotted Him. Firstly, they will e#h be disillusioned or go into guilt/
condemnation mode, believing that some sin is lindehe blessing.

The apostle Paul gave us a greater perspgctive
... for I have learned how to be content with whatéveve. | know how to live on almost
nothing or with everything. | have learned the s¢af living in every situation, whether it is
with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or littleor | can do everything through Christ,
who gives me strength. Phil. 4:11-14 NLT

Secondly, they will remain little children uri@lto hear from the Lord and as a result they
will remain unfulfilled and their hope of true peaand joy will be elusive.

Many will eventually feel dissatisfied and teetapplause of the devil walk away either
feeling ripped off by the church and/or angry wahd.

An Oasis
A genuine apostle provides the answer for tivase are feeling drylf anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink. John 7:37

They give sound teaching ... there is a cosbfgoing blessing.
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteess, and all these things shall be added
to you. Matt. 6:33
The real peace and joy we are seeking is fokraligh the leading and encouragement of
the Holy Spirit.
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy arehpe in believing, that you may abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit Rom.15:13
... for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinkibgt righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit. Rom. 14:17

Can we see that teaching a truth of blessingout the foundation of relationship can be
destructive?
But | fear that somehow your pure and undividedotien to Christ will be corrupted, just
as Eve was deceived by the cunning ways of themserpyou happily put up with whatever
anyone tells you, even if they preach a differesud than the one we preach, or a different
kind of Spirit than the one you received, or aedéht kind of gospel than the one you
believed. 2 Cor. 11:3-4 NLT

2. TEACHING ON HOLINESS

On the other hand, some false apogtiesch legalistic “holiness” messages that keep
believers trying to achieve holiness in their owrersgth. When they inevitably fail, they
become full of fear, guilt and shame. They becootally dependent on religious activity for
their deliverance.

This results in an endless cycle of worldbyeseling, fasting or altar calls etc ... butédittl
alters.Believers’ shame and guilt make them feel unwotthyalk to God or even consider
He would want to talk to them.

Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basrnpiples of the world, why, as though

living in the world, do you subject yourselves @gulations — "Do not touch, do not taste,
do not handle," which all concern things which gariwith the using — according to the

commandments and doctrines of men? These thidgedrhave an appearance of wisdom in
self-imposed religion, false humility, and negletthe body, but are of no value against the
indulgence of the flesh Col. 2:28
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Can we see that even though they are bein@ fedth of repenting of sin, they are not
given God’s answer to achieve it?

Genuine apostles teach that overcoming thé feeachieved through a Spirit led life and
not through legalism. Jesus’ main job was to sepleefree.

And you shall know the truth, and the truth sihadlke you free." Joh818:
Believers are set free from the power of Bhetugh forgiveness and the Spirit led life.
| say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall ndfii the lust of the flesh. GAal16

Other Distractions

There are many areas of truth e.g. end tip@gjcal, social issues, pet subjects or themes
which can distract believers from their intimat&atenship with the Lord.

The deception occurs because “the Word” isdp&nght.

Signs and wonders can also be used as a tistraglatt.7:21-23; 12-24:24

However, emphasizing on any particular truitheut the foundation will keep believers
occupied but still hungry for the only thing thatlwruly satisfy and release them.

To add to the confusion, a false message ofpivé-led life will inevitably arise and this
can take various forms. The first will be an uabhaed message, which contains the leading
of the Spirit without an emphasis on knowledgehaf ¥Word. The second will be theological
acknowledgement of walking in the Spirit but wik blevoid of equipping to achieve it. We
deal with this further in our next section.

3. BIBLE KNOWLEDGE OR EQUIPPING?

We are warned of deception in the end times.

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter tirmesie will depart from the faith, giving heed
to deceiving spirits. 1Tim. 4:1
Then many false prophets will rise up and deceiasym Matd.. 21

Although the Bible says thatany will be deceived, the majority of Christians wdul
believe that this Scripture would only apply toetimsincere believers ... but not to them.
Why this confidence? Many believe that their Bikl®wledge will spare them from coming
under the influence of false doctrine.

One of the greatest obstacles we have facedeging the Spirit led message comes from
an unexpected source; well taught Christians ..uhioly Bible scholars and teachers.

They believe they are Spirit-led simply becats®y have knowledge of the written word
of God and try to be obedient to it. Therefore, wiae teach; For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of Gothey immediately go into knowledge mode and say,
“We already know that!”

They have been taught facts about the SputitHe but have not been equipped to actually
hear from Him. We have already shown that beingritdpd is more than just Bible
knowledge. 1 John 2:27; John 14:26; 16:13

Without hearing from the Spirit, the New Testaingan become a book of law.

Why don't you choose to be led by the Spirit andssape the erratic compulsions of a law-
dominated existence? Gal. 5:18 MSG

What does the Bible say about those who havesBibbwledge without actually doing it?
But be doers of the word, and not hearers onlgedeng yourselves. James 1:22-23

Those who know the word about a Spirit-led l&#ied are not doing it are deceiving
themselves. In other words, they are alreadylirdeeeption.
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We believe that this is the greatest decegherenemy has planted in the church.
1 Cor. 8:1 says'’knowledge puffs up”.The NLT says;“knowledge makes us feel
important.

Are we saying that knowledge of the written wordad important? Of course not ... it's
vital!  Without knowledge of the written word, tleeis nothing for the Holy Spirit to draw on
and bring to your remembrance.

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathell s&nd in My name, He will teach you all
things,_and bring to your remembrance all thingstthsaid to you. John 14:26

However, knowledge about the Lord without aspeal relationship with Him is perilous.
Let's ensure we remember why Jesus’ ministry wasaseerful; He only did what the Father
told Him to do. He commanded His apostles to iraitdim.

“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in mél do the same works | have done, and
even greater works...” John 14:12 NLT

Information not Transformation

Teaching believers about walking in the Spuithout equipping them to do so is negligent
and irresponsible. Simply believing the need f&@pait-led life without actually spending the
time to develop a personal relationship with thedu@veals that a believer is deluded.

They are unprepared for the discernment nebdédnow ... and for end time events that
lie ahead.
For false christs and false prophets will rise asftbw great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect. Matt. 24:24

The end time counterfeits will be totally camsing and capable of deceiving the elect.
This is already happening to some degree with msugyposed mature leaders being
hoodwinked. Other leaders sit on the fence unasit® whether some ministries are genuine
or false. As these increase agréat signs and wonders appear, discernment from thd Lor
will be an absolutely basic requirement.

SELF DECEPTION TEST

Those already in self-deception by relying lsote “Bible knowledge” will want to ignore
this warning and simply dismiss what we’'ve said kasng unrealistic or too radical.
However, if you sincerely want to self-evaluatengly ask yourself; “What was the last
thing the Lord said to me personally?”

If you have to think long and hard abouttitmiay indicate that you are not hearing from
Him on a daily basis. Like any growing relationshige need to work at our ability to hear
from Him ... exercise yourself towards godliness. 1 Tim. 4:7

COMMON GROUND

These three areas of distraction previously meadoall contain truth. If they didn’t, then
they would not qualify as a counterfeit. What deytlhave in common? The concentration on
some truth, without the foundation, causes imbaanest like the Tower of Pisa. The end
result is that the very thing for which believersrev saved (relationship with Him; John 17:3)
may be occasionally mentioned but perceived aslhttat important or discarded.

The problem is not what they’ve been taught ... itshat they haven’'t been taught.
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False apostles and prophets will keep believerenmwledge mode, thus maintaining a
righteous appearance, but depriving them of thaétidal foundation. The enemy has always
tried to substitute the knowledge of good and ®wilife.

Genuine apostles don't just teach about aestibjhey demonstrate and equip believers to
be able to do it. For instance, they don’'t merehch what faith is ... they impart it. There is
an old saying that things of the Spirit are monegta than taught.

How did Peter have the faith to walk on watel&sus didn’t give him a sermon on faith.
His command of, “Come!” created a heart belief tove into the miraculous. Under
anointed instruction believers will receive similageart changing words enabling them to
imitate Jesus’ ministry.

LAW VERSES SPIRIT

Some time ago, as | was reading about thel ¢reaatment of Jesus just prior to His
crucifixion, tears started streaming down my fage.| had read this many times before
without this level of emotion, | realized the Lonénted to reveal something more than His
suffering.

He then said to me, “Jesus is a type (exangfl¢éhe end time church.” He went on to
explain that Jesus, through His incredible teactdind display of the miraculous, was the
toast of the town and adored by the multitudes.

However, there was a ground swell against Hih lde ended up rated as public enemy
No.1. When they could not refute the miraclesythecame spin doctors and cast doubt on
His character.

Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possesked and mute; and He healed
him, so that the blind and mute man both spokesamd And all the multitudes were amazed
and said, "Could this be the Son of David?" Nowewlthe Pharisees heard it they said,
"This fellow does not cast out demons except biz8eeb, the ruler of the demons.”
MatR:22-24John 8:48-50

His enemies were not the Romans. It was thesideaders who stirred up public opinion
against Him. Matt. 27:20-25.

Therefore, it was the ‘people of God’ who igated His death and yet these were people
who knew their Bible backwards.

Why? As they saw it, Jesus’ ministry kept exiteg the boundaries of the written word of
God and it threatened the leaders’ position andaaity. Mark 3:1-6.

It was law verses Spirit.

If Jesus is our example, then there will liggesmt end time outpouring of the Spirit through
believers who will imitate the love and power ofJe ...and greater things. John 14:12

If end time church leaders fail to make th@sraon to the Spirit-led move, many believers
will begin to leave some traditional and even soRentecostal/charismatic churches.
Through (either) a sense of losing control, repomatr pure jealousy, there will be a
backlash against this move of the Spirit.

Remember the word that | said to you, 'A servamat greater than his master.' If they
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. John 15:20

As it was with Jesus, it will be law (legalism) ses Spirit.

Why don't you choose to be led by the Spirit andseape the erratic compulsions of a law-
dominated existence? Gal. 5:18 MSG
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CAUTION

Let's be aware that we are only discussingeghsbo are false apostles. The majority of
pastors and teachers have genuine ministries andrgoarting the aspects of truth that the
Holy Spirit requires of them. However, they canyoptovide one part of the total ministry
the church requires.

They need to be aware of the need for genuinstalic/prophetic ministries to play their
part if the flock is to reach full maturity.

MISGUIDED MINISTERS

With the restoration of the apostolic andpbretic ministries, it has become fashionable
for some ministers to have an “upgrade” (in theindh in status. As a result, there are some
genuine pastors and teachers who have the misgbielezf that they have the call of the
apostle or prophet on their lives. How does thisngwate?

With the restoration, there inevitably comeshare of false prophets. Some of these are
travelling ministries and rely on their financialpport from local churches. Instead of
restoring the foundations of the church (which ncayse some disruption), they prefer to
“prophesy” ear tickling words which will bring favo

In other cases, they hear from familiar spinthich reveal the fleshly desires of the one
being ministered to. Therefore there are somescadgere pastors and teachers have
received “a word” that they are in fact apostles.

Others see that the gift is missing from the Y8Badd have simply appointed themselves
into the role to fill the gapyansforming themselves into apostles of Christ.

We do need our teachers and pastors to ftiidir specific and vital role. They need to
continue to minister in the sphere of their patacanointing.

Those who consider themselves (either) apostiggophets should evaluate themselves
on whether they have the revelation of the mystérthe gospel and if they are realistically
equipping and producing disciples to operate in it.

If they are not modeling and equipping belisveith the foundation of a Spirit-led life,
they are also in self-deception.

Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or youportance, but try to have a sane
estimate of your capabilities by the light of theHf that God has given you.

Rom.12:3 J.B. Phillips
JUST A NAME?

On one hand, leaders giving themselves a fatlse would have to be considered an
amusing non-event. It's just a name.

On the other hand, there is a more serious sldeould call myself a surgeon, but you
wouldn’t want to have me operate on your tumor.

Similarly, apart from the fraudulent title apostle, the more disturbing deception is the
fact that the minister is incapable of operatingaasapostle, therefore the flock is not
receiving genuine apostolic foundational equipping.

Knowing the detrimental effect it would have on tp®wth of the church may be the
reason that the early church tested apostles.

And you have tested those who say they are ap@sttbare not, and have found them liars;
Rev. 2:2-3

Genuine leaders who realize they've been dedeinto thinking they are apostles should
first consider the health of the flock. Out of éoYor them, they should be seeking out
authentic apostolic and prophetic ministries who parform the necessary surgery to restore
a new level of life to the Body.

At the end of the day, the motive of leaders wdllrbvealed.
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The former preach Christ from selfish ambition .. finet latter out of love. Phil. 1:16-17

Genuine apostles’ major concern will be the loveghe saints and not about the title or
whether they are recognized as such.

As a result, they will continue to build a falation in the believers and work towards “the
temple” continuing to grow according to the Lordiaster plan.

We see a young man, Timothy, released as an aposilgust because of his age or
theological knowledge. Paul said of him:
“For | have no one like-minded, who will sinceredgre for your state. For all seek their
own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus”. Phil. 2,221
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Summary Chapter 4

1. If a person does not have a genuine persolagiloreship with the Lord, they will not have

received the love and encouragement that this adynprovides. Therefore, they are not
fulfilled and will seek the recognition, acceptanaad love from others. This is the

foundational problem of a false apostle.

2. Genuine apostles will continually centre the@ssage and role modelling on Christ.
» the gospel they preach lays the foundation ... dioglship with Christ.
» equip believers to be obedient to His personalkisdvritten word.
* will continually remind believers to return to almd in Him.

3. What are indicators of a false apostle?

» Sidetracks believers from a relationship with Hionippling their ability todo all
things

* Not having their own personal relationship with tloed leaves false apostles with no
ability to equip others in this foundation. Theyyree able to mention it, refer to it in
Scripture, but will not be able to impatrt it.

* False apostles eventually draw believers to therasgeltheir church meetings and
their vision. Their ministry and their vision call be Bible based but their teaching
foundation is faulty.

» The false apostle is seeking recognition througtinde attracting large numbers to
the church and/or monetary gain. They gladly accodate the selfishness of
devotees and tickle their fancy with child-levelssages to ensure regular attendance,
dependence on the organization and of course, fthaircial support.

4. The end time counterfeits will be capable ofaiog the elect. This is already happening
to some degree with many supposed mature leadeng beodwinked. Other leaders sit on
the fence unsure as to whether some ministrieg@mnaine or false. As these increase and
great signs and wonders appear, discernment from thel baH be an absolute basic
requirement.

5. False apostles and prophets will keep believersnowledge mode, thus maintaining a
righteous appearance, but depriving them of thaétidal foundation. The enemy has always
tried to substitute the knowledge of good and ®wilife.

6. Genuine apostles don’'t merely teach what faith. they impart it. Things of the Spirit

are more caught than taught. How did Peter flaedaith to walk on water? Jesus didn’t
give him a sermon on faith. His command of, “Cohwkated a heart belief to move into
the miraculous. Under anointed instruction, barsvwill receive similar heart changing
equipping words enabling them to imitate Jesus'istin

7. Those who consider themselves (either) apostiggophets should evaluate themselves
on whether they have the revelation of the mystérthe gospel and if they are realistically
equipping and producing disciples to operate in it.

8. Apart from the fraudulent title of apostle, there disturbing deception is the fact that the

minister is incapable of operating as an apodtierefore the flock is not receiving genuine
apostolic foundational equippi
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Chapter 5
THE MASTER BUILDER AND THE TEAM

In this chapter, we are going to see how tloestmtic master builder and the rest of the
five-fold ministry team can work together to contpléhe temple ... and the ensuing
challenges.

ONLY ONE CHURCH IN TOWN?

While travelling, | usually like to provoke thght among the local “pastors”. | quite often
ask (particularly in smaller cities) “How many chhes are there in the town?” Naturally,
we receive various answers, e.g. “Twenty”, “Sevéntff'wo hundred”. Of course, in
Biblical terms the answer is that the Lord seeshtibleevers as one church. The majority of
local leaders would acknowledge this. As a regukfforts to bring about “oneness”, there
have been many attempts to show unity with “pasttaflowships” and trans-denominational
prayer meetings.

However, for the church to come to full matyrive will need to move to another level:
Leaders will need to humble themselves and worlettogy and equipping believers as one
church. This will mean realistically knowing theBod-given equipping strengths whilst
allowing others to bolster their shortfalls.

Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or yguportance, but try to have a sane
estimate of your capabilities by the light of theH that God has given you.

Rom.12:3 J.B. Phillips
EQUIPPERS’ BIAS

In any sporting team, the key to success hesach person knowing their job description
and not exceeding those boundaries as well asatasgéhe roles of the rest of the team.

This unity is achieved through the guidance céptain/coach.

In the church, each equipper would have spirities boward their particular gifting.

The evangelist, for instance, would see the unsagethe main thrust of the church and
obviously, the major part of finances and resou®suld, in their view, be directed for
outreach.

The teaching heart would want to see the knowledglee Word as the priority and would
direct resources toward a Bible School and appatgfacilities.

The pastoral heart would want to see the care afidng of the needy as a priority.

Each would see "the church vision" from a differaspect. It's easy to see where
disagreements might arise as to priorities. To ehia Godly balance, a person with
kingdom apostolic overview is needed.

Due to the dark ages in the church, we inheritdtttorial model with an elected man at
the head of it. The knee-jerk reaction (in mangesa was to have the autonomous local
church which answered to no-one, or an autonomausil |church which joined a
denomination.

As God restores the church, more trusted apodthers are rising. A genuine apostle's
goal won’t be to gain control of a local churchgooup of churches, but see the local elders
as sons and be love slaves to them. They willgbaimnity of the faith, and see restoration of
the true local church, with the five-fold ministworking together to equip and release the
saints for the work of the ministry. They will b&ie kingdom men, not trying to build just
their own local church. The apostle Paul imploretidvers to have this unified mindset.
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Now | plead with you brethren, by the name of oordLJesus Christ, that you all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions gmau, but that you be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 1 Carl0

MINISTRY DEFINITION

In natural school, we have subject masteysie English, Mathematics and History who
teach and help you qualify to enter your job orf@ssion.

In spiritual school, we have apostles, prophatangelists, pastors and teachers who help
equip believers for their spiritual ministry andstiey.
... till we all cometo the unity of the faith, and the knowledge ef $#on of God, to a perfect
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullr&fsShrist; Eph. 4:13

Note that this equipping is not just for thegeo want to go into “full time” ministry, it's
for every believer.

If “all” are to come to the fullness of Christ, th&all” should be given the opportunity.

This should be seen as mandatory ... not an option.

Some would say there’s a five-fold ministry whilders would say four, claiming the
pastor and teacher are a description of only ongope As we have already pointed out; there
are, quite often, gift mixes. Whatever your conwicf we're going to describe the effect of
each gifting rather than debate the point. Thi giffunction, will make room for itself.

We don’t desire to go into a full description, seefly, in the area of equipping

* Evangelist's equipping ministry —Traditionally, myaevangelists considered
their ministry was restricted to conducting crusade street preaching.
However, they are to also equip believers by detnatisg how to share their
faith with others, one-on-one.

* Teacher's ministry — equips believers with truth teey won't be tossed
around with every wind of doctrine. Helps the saito be able to root out
weeds of untruth and reminds them of foundatioeathing.

» Pastor’s ministry — exhibits the mother heart ofiGo
Like a mother hen who protects her chicks. (Mat32)
They counsel, act as role models and bring outcimng and protecting
gualities in believers.

* Prophet’s ministry — equips believers to be a pebighpeople who can be
God’s mouthpiece, speaking His will and purpose.
Gives vision as well as spiritual encourageime
Restores foundational truths centering odiagiin Christ.
Confirms gifting.
Prepares the church for future tests.

* Apostle’s ministry - exhibits the father-heart obd& They cement a solid
foundation and keep the church in Godly order. They a releasing agent,
like Moses, the cry of his heart declares, “Let pepple go!”

They are like a “jack of all trades” and can actaasodel for the other four
callings. They model spiritual initiative and theraculous and they establish
and appoint elders.
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Each one of these ministries will help bring o thany facets of Christ-likeness in the
saints, by modeling and equipping. This does@amwe all end up as clones. Some of us
may be 60% pastoral whilst another may be 50% eatetgwith a various mix of the others.

However, to be brought to maturity, believersaho have every aspect of their spiritual
education fulfilled. The important thing is; welhall be led by the Spirit to win souls and
play our part in making them disciples. We will alo this according to our own
individuality, giftedness, and the opportunitieepnpd up by the Lord.

ONE MAN TRADITION

Tradition usually has us calling all these dii® equippers by one name. Depending on
our background, it would be minister, priest ortpas Tradition, as we've said, has made us
think that just one person could fully equip us.

For example, in the natural family, both mother dather are God’s ideal in order to
instruct, model and care for the most effectivewghoin a child. Removing one removes
essential input. God’s children need five kindgafental impartation for effective growth,
not just two.

With only one or two of these inputs, we run irtte tlanger of developing a spiritual child
who doesn’'t mature as it should. The child becospastually dysfunctional.

For instance, someone who is solely ministeredyta pastor will find they’re very well
cared for but possibly overprotected, thereforeeneeleased. Having a teacher will only
give a great knowledge of the word but very litllity to minister in a practical sense e.g.
personal evangelism. Obviously, an evangelist lsimiube teaching church doctrine.

Having an occasional visiting ministry over the we®d does not provide the depth of
equipping required to bring about permanent change.

Traditionally, many churches have (either) pastwrgeachers as their prime equipper and
So we are, in the main, going to direct our attento them.

Although each equipper is different and can havetumés of gifting, there are certain
God-given traits common to each calling. In th#ofeing examples, we’re not trying to
make a blanket statement about pastors and teath#rshowing the weaknesses that can
come when we’re equipped, in the main, by one perges we've already said, some would
say the pastor and teacher is talking about oreopemather than two. In any event, it's the
effect of having a one-man equipper that's undesiteration here.

PASTORAL GIFT

First of all, let's look at the pastoral heart.

Many years ago, | was part of a ministry team lacal church which was headed up by a
great and dedicated pastor. My heart’s desire waslease the saints and | began training
home church leaders during the week and equipgiagnajority of the church on Sunday
nights. While the pastor believed idealisticallyreleasing the church, it was soon obvious
for some reason he wasn't all that enthusiastic.

| began praying for him to catch the revelationvfat we were trying to achieve but he
only became more concerned. When | asked the Lbgdhe wasn’'t changing He said to me,
“I can’t change him!”

“You are capable of doing anything.” | argued. tywansformed the mind of Pharaoh to
release Israel from captivity. Surely You can cleatige mind of a devoted pastor”

“I can’t change him because | made him like thai® explained.

| was totally confused and | asked for moreifitation.

He revealed to me that the Godhead is Spitih Wwoth masculine and feminine spiritual
characteristics.
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Then God said, "Let Us make m@nankind)in Our image, according to Our likeness;
Gen. 1:26

If the Godhead made mankind (man and womarfDiur image” and “Our likeness”,
then part of that likeness must have femininelaitas.

Therefore, part of the nature of God is a lovirgyjry, protective and nurturing aspect. He
reveals this feminine nature to us;

How often | wanted to gather your children togethees a hen gathers her brood under
her wings, Luke 13:34

In the same way that a mother hen wants to prdtexcthicks, pastors by nature have a
stronger caring or “mother” heart, which is morevedul than that given to other five-fold
ministries.

However, this grace can be over-protective if naabced by the father apostolic heart
and a pastor’'s greatest strength can become tlegkivess. Believers tend not to be fully
released because of the “mother hen” heart. THewimg parable may give a greater
understanding;

Parable of the Single Mum

An 18 year old who comes to his single mum and,safum, I'm leaving home and
going to rent and live with my friends.”

“Oh son, you don'’t realize the troubles you’ll hawat there. You can’t cook or iron and
it will cost a fortune!”

A few years later, he tries again.

“Mum, I'm 21; | really want to live with some friels of mine.”

“Darling, it's even worse than the last time yokex, there are so many home invasions.
Just the other day there was a young man killelsisrhouse by drug addicts. Please don't
go, realize I'm just trying to protect you.”

Finally, many years later!

“Mum, I'm 45. Is it okay yet? ”

If she had a husband, the first scenario might Hmnged as mum and dad discussed it
with each other.

“John, our little Stevie wants to leave home and baly eighteen.”

“Let him go!” says the dad.

“What about the costs of living, and the danges#® replies.

“We've put enough into Stevie for him to make MVe're here for him. If he runs into
trouble we’re only a phone call away."

Both the mother and father heart are needed imgachildren, but in the end there has to
be a time of release.

Genuine pastors know in their hearts that therethd®e a time to release their sons and
daughters, however, because of the pastor’s nogunature, believers can find themselves in
protective custody. The input of apostolic fatherseeded to balance any potential excesses.

Other Pastoral Qualities

Many pastors are not great “pulpit preachers” asd result do not draw large crowds.
Nevertheless, they can equip extremely effectivelgmall numbers, just as Jesus did. God
has given them an incredible care and love forpén@ple and it's these attributes that draws
the saints to them. Typically, under the care ghator, the church will probably grow to
around 30-80.

However, because many are told in denominationafiecences that their goal should be a
church of hundreds, many can be despondent oheesselves as failures.
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They're "called" to care for the flock and often nwdong hours visiting and counseling
and usually are not great in administration. Thag e@p doing the majority of the work
because they feel this is their job description tredefore won't delegate.

Hungry believers looking for spiritual growtkill usually stay for a few years but
eventually move on, leaving the pastor feeling chated.

TEACHING GIFT

The teacher has a God given ability to study tHd@eBand provide good spiritual food for
the church. Because of their ability to expoung Word of God, they draw people, not so
much on their pastoral care but on their teachiftg any, who also have an administrative
ability, can initiate programs and, as the chungdwg numerically, they can bring in pastors,
heads of departments, secretaries, etc. and seakdusnor even thousands attending their
meetings.

The strength of the teacher is to keep everyongawk so they won't be blown away by
every wind of doctrine.

While a pastoral heart can restrict the releafsthe saints because of the “mother hen”
love, the teacher’s heart can also restrict becalgeir desire for people not to go off-track.

They can readily see the faults and weaknessdise saints and can feel this can be
overcome by more (and more and more) teachingo, Msing administrative by nature, their
desire is to have everything in order, so thatfingtattempted outside the guidelines of their
church vision can make them feel insecure or unoduatble.

Like the pastor, their ministry will not totallyatisfy those who are spiritually thirsty and
they will eventually leave for “greener pastures”.

LET THEM GO!

Some pastors and teachers need to grasp the peirafigeaching and releasing. Jesus
taught, modeled and then let them try for themselve
Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Leftkn the demons are subject to us in Your

name." Luke 10:17

They also need to grasp the natural example diild tearning to walk. Part of the
learning curve is for the parents to let go of¢héd’s hand and let it fall. Falling over is part
of the learning curve. Jesus was able to releaselisciples into ministry, even though they
weren’t up to speed. All He wanted, on the nighfiobe His death, was for them to wait for
Him whilst he prayed. We know, of course, they dsleep.

“What? Could you not watch with Me one hour?” Matt. 26:40

However, the disappointment of their failing a sienfask didn’'t stop Him from releasing
them.

There wouldn’t be one equipper who could say tinatheir time of ministry, they haven’t
made any mistakes. Every one of them would adreg learnt through their own mishaps
and failings ... and Jesus allowed it to happen &nth Let’'s treat our disciples as Jesus
treats us. Let’s train, equip, direct, encourage model but, at the end of the day, allow the
saints to learn to walk in the Spirit knowing thtfay will occasionally fall over. Good fathers
will also be there for them to help get them baoktleir feet again just like the prodigal
son’s dad.

THEY LEAVE ANYWAY

Whether it's because of the too much motheringthe rigidity of endless teaching,
believers sense there is a spiritual void and |¢agehurch anyway.
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As a result, we have a continual stream bébers moving from church to church, trying
to fill that void. After years of seeing nomadicr@hians, isn't it time we looked at the root
of the problem instead of trying to hold them thgbwa better environment, entertainment or
coercion?

In these end times, the five-fold ministry nedd see that none of them can equip
believers by themselves and instead be open tat@fpan apostolic team. This also applies
to the house church move.

It starts with prayer, believing that the Londll connect them with genuine apostolic
fathers; ...until we're all moving rhythmically and easily wigmch other, efficient and
graceful in response to God's Son ... Eph. 4.13M

EMERGING APOSTLES, PROPHETS, AND EVANGELISTS

As with any family, each child is unique and hasatvn personality talents and gifts. No
functional parent would expect their child to groyy exactly like them. They wouldn’t be
prejudiced if the child was totally different toetln in many aspects.

From an environment of mothering and structureasithg provided by pastors/teachers,
those with apostolic, prophetic and evangelistitirggs will arise. They certainly need the
care, love and foundational teaching given. Howewath their God-given gifting, they
usually don’t fit into a black and white controlledvironment.

Also, because of the gifting of many pastors aathers to love, care and keep believers
on track, their major concern can be with the ladalrch and its growth. The major part of
financial income will be spent on providing weeklrvices e.g. rent/build, sound equipment,
musical instruments etc and in larger churches adinators and worship leaders. In
proportion, a small amount of finance will be spentthe great commission in other parts of
the country or particularly internationally. In seroases, “great commission” finance will be
spent on sending the pastor/teacher overseas. rAsudt, the mission will frequently be
restricted to teaching in established churches, faotevangelism and church planting.
Usually very little is dedicated to supporting aseas apostolic ministries.

The emerging apostles and prophets receive remelgisights and will be able to see the
problems and restrictions. The emerging evangejists want to “go for it” and turn the
world upside down. Sometimes, because of theithfal over-zealousness, there can be
little grace exhibited toward their spiritual fathend conflict can arise. The teacher heart,
wanting to keep their departments, programs andcbhin order, cannot understand why
these apparent “rebels” don’t conform to their chuvision. Both teachers and pastors can
come under threat, because of the changes thessmasdesire to bring.

Basically, they are given three possible options:

Firstly, they “submit” and sit until they learn &servant-hood, in other words, conform to
the local church vision. In some cases, the ‘gttirme is a life sentence.

Secondly, they are advised to go to a Bible Collegeere they come under the guidance
of, for the most part, more teachers. In some s;agdey come out with all their fire
extinguished.

Thirdly, they are begrudgingly “released” (sinkswvim) without any church support to do
their ministry. Evangelists particularly, with financial support, are forced to be away from
home, family, and mentors. As a result, many hawtysallen away.

Their failure can be considered a proof that theyewin fact, rebellious.

A more gracious attitude needs to arise, zgwi that most go—getter potential leaders
may be strong willed. Perhaps they may considerffecong with mature apostles and
prophets as to the future of those who may be dersil rebellious or contentious. In this
way, five-fold ministry teams have an opportunyharmoniously emerge.
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HOME BASE AND MOBILE MINISTRIES

Apostles, in the vast majority of cases were motiieistries. However, they did have a
hometown base where they were recognized as lwsise The apostle Peter said:
“The elders who are among you | exhort, | who afeleow elder ...” 1 Peter 5:1

Today, many of us are so boxed-in with our traddiolocal church concepts, if someone
is called to help start a new church or ministeth® body at large; they've actually been
deemed to have “left the church”. Our traditionhalving a one-man equipper now means
the former leader is thus replaced by a new ‘saniaister” who now sees himself as the one
in control. The early church suffered a similaslgem. The apostle John said:

“I wrote to the church, but Diotrophes, who loveshiave the pre-eminence among them does
not receive us.” 3 John 1:9

If the new “senior minister” is a pastor/teachas, lieart can be focused on their particular
ministry bias. Their focus for the local churchlwdefinitely not be as all-encompassing as
that of the apostle. This will usually result ingnces being directed toward the vision of the
new senior minister, rather than the foundationads#olic “bigger picture” of building the
temple.

No wonder we have many under-utilized apostles ptamting new works, but staying in
charge of local churches where they can retainrabtat ensure their financial support.

Can we see a future time when apostles can beseglda start new churches without the
concern of someone who wants pre-eminence, shutiendoor behind them?

Instead, they're seen as part of the eldershigt ifir areas of total kingdom planning and
part of that church, not perceived as leaving it.

APOSTOLIC EQUIPPING - NOT LECTURING

Up and coming apostles will need to review how thegnd to equip the saints. Jesus is
the apostolic role model. If He could compare owdern equipping methods to His, He
would be shaking His head in disbelief.

In the natural, school teachers have the taskkfidatheir students from one level to the
next. An exam reveals the degree of advancemera. dthool teacher has a majority of
students who can't pass the test, they are comslderfailure. Our modern church teaching
methods give good information but in general, pdewittle transformation.

Equipping believers means more than teachiagrihterial. If we do this, we are merely
lecturers. Equipping means we’re expecting a changéehavior, not just passing on
information each week.

JESUS’ EXAMPLE

Our modern equipping methods rely mainly o @erson teaching a large number of
believers. Jesus preached to large numbers but witcame to transforming men to imitate
Him, He chose only 12. The Lord Himself could ofigindle a dozen. In line with His
example, we should keep our discipling school ewdito small numbers. There are many
good reasons for this.

1. Discussion and Questions
Discussion and questions are vital. The “itch” atle individual person can be scratched.
And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do sf@ak to them in parables?”
Matt. 13:10

© Copyright 2011 Stuart Gramenz Australia



47
End Time Apostles - Genuine and False

Large numbers means the likelihood of this kindnbéraction is lost. Can you imagine
hundreds of people in a congregation all puttingirthands up in the middle of a sermon
when they had a question? Traditionally this wdugdrowned upon.

2. Family or Orphanage?

If a natural parent had fifty to a hundred childrean you imagine how much quality time
they could spend with each of them? Central toslesinistry was His relationship with His
disciples. Having just twelve allowed Him to spetié time necessary to form genuine
loving relationships. If Jesus Himself could handtdy this number, how is it possible for
today’s equippers with huge classes to build trees®ary loving relationships He modeled?

Attempting to equip large numbers means, intygalie are more likely to finish up with
a spiritual orphanage rather than a true familipeltomes a family by name, not by nature.

3. “Hands On” Equipping

Some of our teaching is theological and needs d#son to be fully understood. However,
there are many aspects of being led by the Sphithvare “hands on”, such as personal
evangelism, gifts of the Spirit, praying for thelsietc. Effective equipping in these areas is
more difficult and less effective in large numbers.

Our principles for effective equipping;

e [o I you watch.
ldO...eveee you help
Youdo ......... | help.
Youdo ......... | watch.

4. They Learnt from One Another

In bringing Christians into full maturity, nege that part of God's plan is the sand-
papering effect of other believers. When JesumddaHis twelve, much of their change of
life was as a result of His modeling. Howeverythéso were impacted by each other; James
desire for recognition, Thomas the cynic, Judaspireny-pincher, and a headstrong Peter.
As they interacted, the various character flawsewevealed. They withessed the blessings of
obedience and repentance or, in Judas’ case, theesult of disobedience.

We have a saying;

“God blesses or afflicts us with people or situations, according to our own needs”.

5. Submission

They were accountable to Him to put into practideimhey had learned. He was able to
keep an eye on their responses. When they faitex); tvere able to find out why. For
instance, in the case of a demon;

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and 8dftly could we not cast it out?"

Matt 17:19

Most leaders would theoretically agree with thedhée “accountability”. Nevertheless,
if you ask how the church members are actually ag@ble, they may have difficulty in
explaining its outworking.

Attempting to equip larger numbers makes evalgahe progress and submission of each
person an impossibility.
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6. Step by Step

Finally, in any natural school, you take studentsmf grade 1, grade 2 etc., up to
graduation. You don’t teach grade 1 children gri2léessons and vice-versa.

For precept must be upon precept, precept upongmptedine upon line, line upon line...

Isaiah 28:10

With any congregation, you can have a mixture dfitspl babies, older children and the
mature. If you try to equip the babies, the oldeewill show disinterest. If the message is
aimed at the mature, the new ones won’t be abt®noprehend it. As a result, many are left
to teach in general terms, with middle-of-the-roagssages.

7. Keep or Send?
Jesus, the ultimate equipper, trained His disciprsonally for a time and then left them
to be led by the Holy Spirit. He told them;
“It is to your advantage that | go away, for if bchot go away the Helper will not come to
you...” John 16:7
It was to their advantage not to have a personessil telling them what to do but rather
to become led from within. We need instructors agdippers for a period but there does
come a time when they must decrease so that tdengeaf the Spirit can increase and our
dependence is then on God, rather than man. Wktodee weaned from the basic teachings
of the word and be hearing from the Lord and dguelypinto sons who are into the meat of
doing His will.

Jesus’ disciples were scattered to preach amesothe disciples of the apostles. Acts 8:1
Conducting equipping classes means that thdtdeva point at which those being trained
will be “scattered” and not expected to attend h@ag classes for the rest of their lives. Jesus

discipled ‘to send’. Tradition dictates we comgndiscipling ‘to keep'.

8. A Spirit-Led Role Model

Many who are conducting home church meetings waualssibly feel that their groups
would meet most of the previous qualifications. eer, most importantly, Jesus’ group
was led by someone who could hear directly from &adl be led by Him.

If the Spirit-led life is considered a core valuetlze ultimate goal of being trained, surely
we need mature role models as equippers.

MAJOR FLAWS

This is one of the major reasons for the failaf many of the present cell church/home
church meetings. Jesus didn’t assemble His grolglysfor the purpose of fellowship and
some Bible study. Many groups start with this asrtmajor goal and then wonder why they
flounder. Jesus gathered them with the primary gbkdarning to imitate Him.
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Summary Chapter 5

1. Inthe church, each equipper would have spiritias toward their particular gifting.

Each would see "the church vision" from a differaspect. It's easy to see where
disagreements might arise as to priorities. To eaghia Godly balance, a person with
kingdom apostolic overview is needed.

2. A genuine apostle's goal won't be to gain adraf a local church or group of churches,
but see the local elders as sons and be love slatkem. They will bring a unity of the faith
and see restoration of the true local church, thghfive-fold ministry working together.

3. In the natural family, both mother and fathex @od’s ideal in order to instruct, model and
care for the most effective growth in a child. Remng one removes essential input. God’s
children need five kinds of parental impartationdéfective growth, not just two.

4. Equipping is not just for those who want to gtoi“full time” ministry, it's for every
believer. If “all” are to come to the fullness of Christ, théall” should be given the
opportunity. This should be seen as mandatory t.an@ption.

5. From an environment of mothering and structw@tboling provided by pastors/teachers,
those with apostolic, prophetic and evangelistitirggs will arise. They certainly need the
care, love and foundational teaching given. Howewath their God-given gifting, they
usually don’t fit into a black and white controlledvironment.

6. A more gracious attitude needs to arise, neglithat most go—getter potential leaders
may be strong willed. Perhaps they may considerfecong with mature apostles and

prophets as to the future of those who may be dersil rebellious or contentious. In this
way, five-fold ministry teams have an opportuniyhtarmoniously emerge.

7. Our modern equipping relies mainly on one petsaching a large number of believers.
Jesus preached to large numbers but when it catngngforming men to imitate Him, He
chose only 12. Why?
» Discussion and questions are vital. The “itch” efcle individual person can be
scratched.
» Central to Jesus’ ministry was His relationshiphwtis disciples. Having just twelve
allowed Him to spend the time necessary to fornugenloving relationships.
* As they interacted, the various character flawsewevealed. They witnessed the
blessings of obedience and repentance
* They were accountable to Him to put into practitetthey had learned
* With any congregation, you can have a mixture aitsjal babies, older children and
the mature. You can'’t effectively equip them as graup
» Jesus discipled ‘to send’. Tradition dictatesomatinue discipling ‘to keep'.
» The discipleship group was led by Jesus (someomecotld hear directly from God
and be led by Him). Equipping groups need SpidtiEaders, not novices.

8. Jesus didn't assemble His group solely for ghgpose of fellowship and some Bible

study. Many groups start with this as their majoalgand then wonder why they flounder.
Jesus gathered them with the primary goal of legrto imitate Him.
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Chapter 6

RAISING END TIME APOSTLES

We have found that for every major truth tisdbeing restored in these end times, there is
inevitably an “Ishmael” before an “Isaac”. Therafprinstead of being discouraged, we
should be excited. The counterfeit “Ishmael” ajgost always a sign that the promise of
“Isaac” is on its way.

Let’s now look as some of the possibilitiesagestored end time apostolic ministry.

And through the hands of the apostles many sigdssndersvere done among the people.
And believers were increasingly added to the Laondjtitudes of both men and women, so
that they brought the sick out into the streets kandl them on beds and couches, that at least
the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on sofrtbem. Also a multitude gathered from
the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing si@ople and those who were tormented by
unclean spirits, and they were all healed Acts 5: 12, 14-16

And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom ofdre&/at hand." Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freelyhygve received, freely give. Matt. 10:7-8

Therefore, we can once again expect an apostalve of God similar to the early church
across the entire world, where the dead are rasddnultitudes of cripples and blind healed
... and evergreater thingslohn 14:12.

They will also provide the springboard to equipidedtrs measuring up to the full and
complete standard of Christ. Eph. 4:13 NLT
However, how are new apostles going to beed&is

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES

One of the most effective ways of raising upsies is through the cell’/home church.
They receive immediate opportunities to win souwd&rt new small groups and equip
believers However, alongside of this will come a share ofdéahpostles in what has been
termed the “house church” movement. Many of these ex-pastors/teachers (of some
description) who, in their past, have had negaéxperiences with the church. They are
seeking ministry validation and can’t help but thim terms of titles and hierarchical
structures. Many see the house church movemeatveay for them to become ‘apostles’,
nevertheless they will exhibit the same negatimésmentioned in our earlier chapter. How
will this outwork? As their goal is to draw beliggdo themselves, there are a few scenarios:

1. They may teach that the house church movement regemstles (which is true) but
their goal is to rule over a group or a networlgodups, not be a slave to ensure the
believers are fully equipped. Some groups feel,have been taught they need
“covering” from an apostle for validation and hawefortunately come under the
influence of such ‘ministries’.

2. They may use the new move of the house church lear “tevelation” but will

concentrate on promoting house church structurecamdlemning all other church
structures. This gives the appearance of stroraisigte leadership.
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3. They may intimate they are teaching some spedai#i for which they alone have the
revelation. e.g. “End times”. “We are the remng@bdd’s chosen few).

4. They will avoid having any close relationship witther home church leaders and
will not allow other leaders to teach or equip gneup.

5. As with all other false apostles, what they teadh eistract from or replace the
foundation of intimacy with the Lord.

Those genuine apostles being raised in houseeltlenvironments need to ensure that the
same foundations of God’s master plan are cemented

Let's now look at the specific dangers in theusw'simple church movement if that
foundation is not in place.

NEW WINE (OR OLD WINE?) INTO NEW WINESKINS

In many cases meeting in small numbers has beasideredthe new move of God.
However, we don't believe this is entirely true.
And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; oe ¢éf& new wine will burst the wineskins
and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruinedBut new wine must be put into new
wineskins, and both are preserved. And no ongnbalrunk old wine, immediately desires
new; for he says, 'The old is better.™ Luke 5:37-39

“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins'a quote we hear quite often these days in
regard to the restoration of the house church thighsmall group being considered the new
wineskin. However, we must remember that the wiimeiskmerely the container for the
wine. It's not the wine.
Many believers have their eyes searching femiaw wineskin instead of ensuring we, first
of all, have new wine to put in it. In other wordlsey’ve put the cart before the horse.
Nevertheless, both the horse and cart aresdeed
The new wine is the restoration truth of believieeing of an intimate relationship with the
Lord. This enables them to be led by the Spirit iamthte the works of Jesus. John 14:12
It's of little value expecting a move of God thgh home churches unless the new wine of
the walking in the Spirit is produced first. Obvébyy we must ensure that we are not putting
old wine into a new wineskin. Therefore, it's vithat our potential apostles have their eyes
fixed on the foundational goal.

Make Disciples
As important as small groups are, Jesus tg#y, “Go into all the world and build house
churches.” He told us to make disciples.

Meeting in smaller numbers is obviously part of Gaéstoration plan and it does provide
the potential for deeper personal relationships alwb greater participation of all in
attendance. We stress the word, “potential” bexgust having a small group does not
automatically guarantee this is going to happen.

It's relatively easy to convince people that churcthe home could be a solution for their
frustration and a place where they could be feill

However, many have excitedly joined small groupd,aafter the honeymoon period,
found they were not all they were cracked up to Bhis is usually because we simply take
the old wineskin traditions of spectator Christigrfrom the larger gathering and transfer
them into the home.
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It becomes a case of “Honey, | shrunk therdilti If we have old wine believers they
will not be capable of fitting into a Spirit leddi

As a result, ..no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desimew; for he says, 'The
old is better.Old wine believers will continually look back atihtraditional spectator roots
and thirst after that. They need to have theietasids rehabilitated.

Let's realize that for years many have been tadd gioing to a meeting will enable their
needs to be filled and bring them the joy, peacksatisfaction they are seeking. Expecting
that attendance will enable them to be filled wetiough of God's life to last them for the
next week will eventually leave them disappointed.

River or Drain?

“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has saigt, of his heart will flow rivers of
living water.” But this He spoke concerning thargp. John 7:38

If they don't come to a meeting with a river ofelifthey will become dry and will
eventually become a drain. They will eventuallgidrthe life out of the leader or anyone
else who has a water supply.

It is self evident that all of us have our dry tsnehere we need the love and refreshing of
others. However, there is a mile of differenceats&in an occasional dry spell and a drought
that goes on for years.

Meetings Aren't the Oasis

We must realize, for those who are spiritually pad; even the overflow of the group
cannot provide all the life needed to totally refresomeone.

Believers looking to meetings, large or small,dtally satisfy their thirst will be, at best,
temporarily fulfilled, only to find within a day dwo they feel dry again. Our meetings can
provide a few mouthfuls of living water, not theties supply.

God obviously wants to provide more than one or tiioks a week, so how does He do
it? A few mouthfuls of His blessings and goodr&ssuld encourage you to desire more.

However, He doesn’t necessarily want believers dataymore and more meetings but
rather to meet more frequently with Him. He desieach believer to be directly connected
to Him so He can become their perpetual water suppl

He wants to become their spring which will continsly satisfy them, enabling them to
water others. Meetings aren't the oasis. He is!

Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinkisi®fvater will thirst again, but whoever
drinks of the water that | shall give him will nevhirst. But the water that | shall give him
will become in him a fountain of water springingiapo everlasting life." John 4:13-14

The greatest thing those in a meeting can dbdbevers is to equip them to be connected
to the thirst quencher and then continually encgeithem to draw more and more from Him.
"If anyone thirsts let him come to Me and drink.ohd 7:37.

Can we see that if we maintain the traditional mmeption that the meeting is the oasis,
it will distract believers from total dependencytém?

"Find rest O my soul, in God alone, my hope comas Him." Ps. 62:5 NIV

When believers experience the fullness of Géalg, they can set others free from their

unjust expectations. They can then appreciatedhgaratively precious little others have to
offer without expecting or demanding more.
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WHAT ABOUT THE BODY?

“Does the Lord operate through His Body?” you maythinking. “Doesn't He work
through us?” Of course He does. However, theeisstiOn whom are we depending ... man
or God?”

As we relate to Him on a daily basis and share wiim our hopes, dreams and
challenges, He will meet our needs. Some of themvil handle directly Himself. Some of
them will be resolved as He shows us personally hv@ncan overcome them. Other times
He will direct those around us to assist and eragmirus, both in meetings and outside of
them.

The issue, as we said, is dependence on Him andnnaothers. As a result, if you start to
live a Spirit-led life, releasing your overflow atduching others, then the Lord promises
you;

The Lord will guide you continually, and satisbuy soul in drought, and strengthen your
bones; You shall be like a watered garden, and dilspring of water, whose waters do not
falil. Isa. 58:11

"And he who waters will also be watered." Prov. 11:25

Therefore, because believers can quickly beassld into guidance by Him, the small
group is an ideal breeding ground for upcoming #ess&nd every other member of the Body
of Christ.

Future apostles need to ensure they are ctratieg on the foundational new wine as the
move of God, rather than just the wineskin. Othseyjust like the Tower of Pisa the small
group will be in for lean times.

Those home/simple church leaders who genuidegire to see the group fully mature,
need to be open to receiving authentic apostobpipetic ministries who can re-establish the
foundation.

EQUIPPING

Having done some apprenticeship work (in srgalups or otherwise) potential apostles
ideally come directly under the wing of existingpafles. There are two basic ways that God
may further equip and release them:

Firstly, Jesus originally selected men to cdtshlife and character. This team concept was
continued by Paul and otherg:rbm Paphos, Paul and his companicsaled to Perga in
Pamphyliawhere John left them to return to Jerusalem. Acts 13:13

Therefore, potential apostles may be recognimedxisting apostles and invited to be part
of their team.

Secondly, budding apostles may seek out exigpastles, make themselves known and
see what the response is;

And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he triedndhe disciples. Acts 9:26

However, as God is restoring the role ther shortfall of genuine apostolic fathers, there
may be circumstances where no apostles are awailabl

If not, then they should seek out other fivedfalinistries who recognize their potential and
do have a father’s heart. They need then to sufontitat fatherly influence and guidance.

If this is still not possible, then like Patlliey may have to spend a desert time totally with
the Lord and be trained personally by Him. Howeuhis does not mean long term
disassociation from others.

As we have just read, Paul was eventually deldaive fellowship with the apostles. Acts 9:
26-28
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Genuine apostles will not be one man bandsy Wik desire to relate to peer ministries.

WHY THE SHORTFALL?

Why in many cases do we have such a dispatigmwcomparing the first apostles to the
majority of those today?

Firstly, the restoration of the full truthstbis end time ministry is in its early days.

Secondly, it will take time. The apostle Paald the revelation that the success of his
entire ministry depended on this intimate relatiopsHis core values wergaining Christ
andbecoming one with Him. Phil. 3:7-9 NLT Also John 17

However, he hadn’t attained them at that stagew&® speaking in the future tense and
these were his anticipated goals. He goes on to say
| do not count myself to have apprehended; buttbimg | do, forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to those thingsohhare ahead. ... Phil. 3:13

It's considered that he wrote this letter a@1AD. Therefore he had been saved at least
twenty-five years and was still short of the fusgperfection) God had for him. He wasn’t
resting on his laurels and boasting about his aptishments or his vision for future church
plants. He was revealing the shortfall he hadsrélationship with the Lord.

What humility!

This is a great encouragement for many of dayovho may feel attaining to the early
church standard is beyond our reach. One of tlstalic qualifications is humility. Let’s
pray that, firstly, present apostles see the redtyundation of their ministry as their goal.

Then, like Paul, humbly admit their personabréfiall. Let it be the cry of their hearts in
their prayer; Eph. 1:17-19 and they can then rdackard in faith to the things which are
ahead.

Future Apostles

Also, one of the roles of the present day dpsss being fathers to fathers; equipping the
future crop of apostlasnto perfection, to the measure of the staturéefftliness of Christ.

Can they exhibit the same humility toward thand say, “We are not the Biblical role
models as yet; there is another level yet to zerst.”

Present apostles have a Godly responsibilityedaip and guide this new generation.
Therefore these foundations need to be clearlynddfto the present and upcoming apostolic
ministries; Why?

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing bywvbrel of God. Rom. 10:17

If they don’t know the word they won't haveethope or faith to enter into it. As a result,
the fulfilment of the early apostolic power andrartty will remain a distant dream.

WHAT NOW?

There may be some who sense they have a geaaiinof an apostle on their lives and yet
are looking for further levels of release. What @tréeast some initial signs to help identify
them? Firstly, their heart is sold out for theemdion of the kingdom, not for some worldly
acclamation. The second sign we should see issatiable thirst to preach the gospel.

In the beginning of his ministry Apollos wassdebed agdervent in spiritandpreached
boldly in the synagogue. Acts 18:25, 26

After receiving his sight and being filled withetl$pirit what happened to the apostle Paul?
... iImmediately he began to proclaim Jesus in thagygues, saying, 'He is the Son of God'.
Acts 9:20

However, Paul did not begin the apostoliciparministry instantly; there was a vital part

of his training yet to be implemented. Paul said:
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But when it pleased God, who separated me frormother's womb and called me through
His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that | mightgoh Him among the Gentiles, | did not
immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor digd up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me; but | went to Arabia, and ne¢ar again to Damascus. Gal. 1:15-18

Paul spent three years in Arabia. Why? Hae'tisdant toconfer with flesh and blood.

This was a time to confer with the Lord to dealbim to build a relationship and then;
reveal His Son in mé&his time of relationship building and revelatioasithe foundation of
his ministry.Eph. 3:3-6

Finally, to mature into full apostleship recesrhumility. Because of the revelation and
power that is released, there is a propensity fialepto rise up. It's quite easy to forget that
the miraculous and revelation are given by gradart Svith a foundation ofAnd whoever
desires to be first among you, let him be youreslavjust as the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve ...” Matt. 20:27-28

SEEN OR BEEN?

Some believe that seeing Jesus was a claimdstlaphip. There are some leaders today
who make the same assertion after having a persaittion from Him.

However, in Jesus’ day both believers and uebefs saw Him. Today we have many
Muslim coverts who claim to have had a visitation.

Just seeing Him wasn’t the qualification. It vilas relationship, revealing His life and love.
The Word of life existed from the beginning. Weehizeard it. We have seen it. We observed
and touched it. This life was revealed to us. \Akelseen it, and we testify about it. We are
reporting to you about this*eternal life that was the presence of the Father and was
revealed to us. This is the life we have seen aagdh We are reporting about it to you also
so that you, too, can have a relationship with@st relationship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing this so thatan be completely filled with joy.

1 John 1:1-4 GW
*Please remember what teeernal lifementioned above actually is.
And this is eternal life, that they may know Y e, only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent. John 17:3

Can we see it's not ‘the seeing’ as such, litssintimate relationship? Out of that guidance,
the power of the Spirit is released through bokbphing and the miraculous.
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and Jahd, perceived that they were
uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. Aey tealized_that they had been with
Jesus And seeing the man who had been healed standihgtiam, they could say nothing
against it. Acts 4:13,14

The hallmark of Paul and the early apostles tigsrelationship. They had been with Jesus,
He had changed them ... and it was obvious. Todggdstées will reveal that they have been
with Jesus. Perhaps a review of our section omiaty with Him’ on page nine may assist.

WORK AT IT!

Today there is a great emphasis on our phyamadarance and there are many prepared to
spend plenty of time keeping themselves in shape. goal of looking good and a healthy
body encourages devotees to commit themselveg texircise time.
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Those aspiring to do the works of Jesus andtgrélaings will need to devote a great deal
of time with Him. There are no short cuts; exercise yourself toward godliness. For bodily
exercise profits a little, but godliness is proffita for all things ... 1 Tim7-8

Daily work-outs talking to Him will ensure diptes are spiritually fit and, as a result, they
will see this as a priority, a pleasure and ... neaw

Finally, we need to pray. Pray for both the arpmg apostles and for all believers to
receive the revelation of the depth of relationgtgwants to have with us.

The apostle Paul prayed;
| ask — ask the God of our Master, Jesus ChristGbd of glory — to make you intelligent
and discerning in knowing him personally, your ef@sised and clear, so that you can see
exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grale immensity of this glorious way of life he
has for Christians, oh, the utter extravagance isf Wwork in us who trust him — endless
energy, boundless strength! Eph. 1:17-19 MSG

For further resource material
1. On the Foundation; “The Spirit Led Life” by Stu&tamenz
2. On Covering; “Who's Got You Covered?” by Stuart Genz

www.spiritled.com.au
www.spiritledacademy.org
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Summary Chapter 6

1. One of the most effective ways of raising upsdies is through the cell’/home church.
They receive immediate opportunities to win sosilart new small groups and equip
believersHowever, alongside of this will come a share ofdéahpostles in what has been
termed the “house church” movement.

2. “And no one puts new wine into old wineskinis;a quote we hear quite often these days
in regard to the restoration of the house church thie small group being considered the
new wineskin. However, we must remember that threeskin is merely the container for the
wine. It's not the wine.

3. The new wine is the restoration truth of belisveeing of an intimate relationship with the
Lord resulting in their love for one another. Thim&skin is small groups.

4. Why in many cases do we have such a disparignwdomparing the first apostles to the
majority of those today? Firstly, the restoratadrthe full truths of this end time ministry is
in its early days.

5. Secondly, it will take time. The apostle Paud lize revelation that the success of his entire
ministry depended on this intimate relationships ldore values wergaining Christand
becoming one with Him. Phil. 3:7-9 NLT Also John 17

6. Even though he had been saved around 25 yearsdmé lattained them at that stage. He
was speaking in the future tense and these wemhigpated goals. He goes on to say;

| do not count myself to have apprehended; buttbimg | do, forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to those thingsohlare ahead. ... Phil. 3:13

7. One of the roles of the present day apostlbsiigg fathers to fathers; equipping the future
crop of apostleanto perfection, to the measure of the staturdéeffaliness of Christ.

Can they exhibit the same humility toward them @ag, “We are not the Biblical role
models as yet; there is another level yet to merst.”

8. Present apostles have a Godly responsibiliggtdp this new generation. Therefore these
foundations need to be clearly taught to the prtesied upcoming apostolic ministries; Why?
If they don’t know the word they won't have the leogr faith to enter into it. As a result, the
fulfilment of the early apostolic power and autlymwill remain a distant dream.

9. Some believe that seeing Jesus was a clairpastlaship. There are some leaders today
who make the same assertion after having a persaittion from Him.

It's not ‘the seeing’, it's the ‘being with’, th@timate relationship. Out of that guidance, the
power of the Spirit is released through bold préagland the miraculous.

10. People realized that Jesus’ disciples and fraiibeen with Him ... and it was obvious.
Today’s apostles will also reveal that they haverbeith Jesus.

11. Those aspiring to do the works of Jesus anatgréhings will need to devote a great deal

of time with Him. There are no short cuts. Pray lloth the upcoming apostles and for all
believers to receive the revelation of the depthetdtionship He wants to have with us.
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APPENDIX
A MISSING FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH

If imitating Jesus by listening to, and beieg by the Spirit is so important, why has this
truth not been emphasized by the church? Althougimymof our previously mentioned
Scriptures are regularly quoted, traditionally, sochurch leaders haven't been able to
conceive or believe the possibility of actuallyrgeitransformed to thisfull and complete
standard of Christ” and “perfect unity” themselves, let alone their church members.
However, the Scriptures continually confirm the d'srexpectation in this regard.

He who says he abides in Him ought himself alsoaik just as He walked. 1 John 2:6

If leaders don't live this life, how can it beught with any reality or conviction?
We believe a major part of foundational truftire gospel of the kingdom of God has not
been totally understood.

WHAT IS “THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM"?

We are told to preach the gospel of the kingdomwmufind some Christians are unsure of
what it totally encompasses. If | asked you to evdbwn what you think the gospel of the
kingdom is ... what would you say?

Many believe it simply means, “Receive Jesasehyour sins forgiven and you will go to
heaven”. Whilst the statement contains truth, llsfear short of all the Good News the King
has for us.

“Kingdom” is made up of two words; “king” & “doain”. It means the king’s domain or
territory over which a king rules. In Biblical tes, it refers to the areas over which the Lord
has authority and sovereignty.

For many of us today the term, ‘kingdom of God’ caund a little mystical or unclear. To
help us grasp this, God has provided a word mordita to us.

Unto us a Son is given; and the government wilupen His shoulder ... of the increase of
His government and peace there will be no end... Isa. 9:6,7

We simply translate the Kingdom of God as “God’'sy&oment”.

Let’s now look at some aspects of His rule @regnment.

First of all, many of us are already aware thatwasrepent and voluntarily commit
ourselves to obeying our King, we can inherit thangnbenefits that His government can
provide. Our sins are forgiven, and there is thieemtoal to be healed, spirit, soul and body.
Luke 4:18-19. Secondly, we are also awaag, fim the not too distant future, He is
returning to the earth, only this time He will haweal authority over the entire planet.

“The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdofmour Lord and of His Christ, and
He shall reign forever and ever!” Rev. 11:15

We could now translate thisSThe governments of this world have become thegoaent
of our Lord and He shall govern forever and ever”
In the Lord's prayer we pray, “Thy kingdom comé&:Your government come”.)

THE MYSTERY

Nevertheless, we have one vital aspect of timgdom of God which is not totally
understood in many believers’ lives. It's descadilas mysterious.
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“To you it has been given to know the mystery efkihgdom of God.” Mark 4:11

It is relatively easy to understand that His kingdor “God’s Government” provides
benefits to us, spirit, soul and body and that H have a future reign ... so what's the
mystery?

To them God willed to make known what are the gafethe glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory Col. 1:27

The mystery of the kingdom of God was Christ livimghin or inside believers.

“We already know that!” some of you might be thimk However, this has a far greater
implication than just the simplistically coined pbe of “having Jesus living in our hearts”.

Is “having Jesus in our hearts” exclusively abaettigg a ticket that gets us to heaven?

Do you really think the Lord wants simply to live your heart, twiddling His thumbs or
hibernating?

LED FROM WITHIN
What is the greater purpose? It's Christ leadimg) mling us from within.

Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when tlgeldam of God would come, He
answered them and said, “The kingdom of God doésgmae with observation; nor will they
say, 'See here!' or 'See therel!'...”

For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” Luk&20-21

Thinking in terms of an earthly kingdom, this staént is mystifying. You can’t see it!
It's not visible! We have also just realized “the kingdom of God” msedGod’s
Government”. Therefore it's actually saying, “Go@Gsvernment” isvithin you

It's the potential of having the Lord personally lead us and guide us from within.
This new form of government is an internal rule not an external rule.

This is the job description of the Spirit o0& who is to be our teacher and guide,
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathell e&nd in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all thingatthsaid to you. John 14:26

A BETTER SYSTEM

While on earth, Jesus directly instructed Hscigles on what to do and where to go.
Many of us today would be envious of this levetommunication.

However, Jesus told them He was going to ujsgthe system.

It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | dot go away, the Helper will not come to
you; John 16:7

Why is it an advantage? No longer was Jesus goingquire them to continually coming
back and forth to Him to receive their next ordene Holy Spirit (the Helper) was going to
lead them from within. What a monumental step fodva

This new way of Godly guidance was so revohary, the apostle Paul requested prayer
for the courage to be able to reveal this awesostarious truth.
.... that utterance may be given to me, that | manapy mouth boldly to make known the
mystery of the gospel... Eph. 6:19
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THE MYSTERY REMAINS

Obviously, this is internal and not an extennég, “the kingdom of God is within you.is
mystifying to the non-believers. Unfortunatelyaiso remains a mystery to many believers
because the majority of modern day versions mistad@ the original Greek word “entos”,
which literally means, “within” or “inside”. Theynterpret“the kingdom of God is within
you.” as“the kingdom of God is ‘among yoor ‘in your midst’” (referring to Jesus being
among them). We believe this one-sided translatmmceals the major truth of the mystery
that Jesus was trying to reveal.

Future not Present
This scripture is obviously not limited to Jesusngepresent with them. He was answering
their question about the future. They askedwhen the kingdom of God would come”.

He answered in the future terfse. nor will they say, 'See here!" or 'See thereMe was
primarily talking abouthe impending, soon to come kingdom and was ravgati them the
potential of His invisible government being insitiem ... and us.

This vital aspect of the kingdom of God withwmasn't available at that stage because Jesus
first had to die to appropriate it.

Jesus referred again to this component of thgdom of God which would take place in
the near future.

"Assuredly, | say to you that there are some stamdliere who will not taste death till they
see the kingdom of God present with power." Ma®:1

Jesus said that they were going to personallyesgrthis phase, the internal rule of the
kingdom of God come within their own lifetime.

Why the One-sided Interpretation?
Why would some translators substitttee kingdom of God is among youbr the literal
meaning of'within you™?

If you attempt to interpret this scripture with matl thinking, it wouldn’'t make sense.
After all, it is a spiritual mystery.

Is it just possible that a logical academic riptetation would evaluate that Jesus couldn’t
have possibly meanttife kingdom of God iwithin you? Did they then look for a more
rational and tenable explanation rather than disti@s mystery in the Spirit?

These things we also speak, not in words which'anaisdom teaches but which the Holy
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things withrgpal.

But the natural man does not receive the thingthefSpirit of God, for they are foolishness
to him; nor can he know them, because they arétsaily discerned. 1 Cor. 2:13,14

Old Testament Confirmation

This promise was also given in the Old Testart®ihe New Covenant believers;
And | will give you a new heart, and | will put aw spirit in you. | will take out your stony,
stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsiagthe Ezek. 36:26 NLT

This part of the mystery provides the foundafamthe other parts of the mystery yet to be
fulfilled. Eph. 1:9-10; 3:2-11

A SPIRITUAL G.P.S.

How many of us when driving our car, have fatlegl inconvenience of trying to find a
new address? First of all we have to look up &qdar location in a large street directory
and then continually stop to double check that e track.
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One of the latest gadgets that you can buydaor car is a Global Positioning System or
G.P.S.

These incredible inventions allow you to reeeexact directions via satellite. It also tells
you the correct road speed, warns you of camerasafiic lights and guides you around
traffic jams. When you make a mistake, the syst&soigracious. A polite voice simply says,
“At the next opportunity, please turn around”. Witie inevitable improvements, can you
imagine the even greater assistance they will kiearfuture?

G.P.S. God'’s Pilot Spirit

God has given us an incredible spiritual G.PG&d’s Pilot Spirit) to give us instructions
“on the move” and it doesn’t simply sit in your c&or convenience sake, it's not an external
system, but an internal one, enabling Him to lead guide us from within, anywhere and
anytime.

This system is not an extra optional features Itfactory fitted” and comes when you
receive Christ and the baptism with the Holy SpMy/stery solved!

Just as a G.P.S. in your car can call onhal information about every road in your
country; your spiritual G.P.S. can call on all km®wledge, faculties, genius and qualities of
Christ. Only He knows exactly what to do in evemcamstance. This helps to explain the
Scripture, .. we have the mind of Christ.” 1 Cor. 2:16
When we tap into this incredible resource, we tem tdeclare;
| can do all things through Christ who strengthems. Phil13:

We also realize that nothing of any value loarmchieved without this intimate guidance.

He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears much fifoit without Me you can do nothing.
John 15:5
After the Lord revealed this to me, | made genhdiscovery. In the past whenever a great
thought or vision came to my mind, | gave mysedf thedit. In fact, every successful idea or
concept came from Him and anything of me came thing.

My point is that like me, on occasion we ateeady tapping into the mind of Christ
without even realizing it. We simply need to letdow to identify His voice to enable us to
avoid hit and miss results. It also provides us dbportunity to give him thanks for all
things.

WHERE DOES THE BIBLE FIT IN?

Are we negating the need for knowledge Safripture? Of course not! Basic
information of the motor-ways and roads are prognaah into a natural G.P.S. and the data is
drawn upon when required. A G.P.S. which was netgogrammed would be useless.
Similarly, God’s roads to success and His high wargsfed into and filed away in our spirit
as we learn and understand Scripture. When you neelnow what to do in any
circumstance, He can show you what to say or whadbtand how to respond based on that
information.

ALL TRUTH IN OUR BIBLES?

There may be some who have been taught teayteing God wanted to tell us is already
in our Bible, therefore negating a need for inteqnadance. However, the Holy Spirit's job
description is tdeach you all thingandguide you into all trutfandtell you things to come.

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathell s&nd in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all thingstthsaid to you. John 14:26
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He will guide you into all truth; for He will noteeak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you thingsctame. Jdith13

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, thesesons of God. Rom. 8:14

Surely this means thall things all truth andall the things that are yet to coraee not in
our Bibles. Furthermore, if the Bible were to be oaly guide,sons of Godvould not need
to be led by the Spirit of God.

There are many unique aspects of the Christiah,faiit none as exceptional as this truth
of personal guidance. The good (no), great newlsaits potentially, all believers can learn to
use this spiritual G.P.S. and be led from withifherefore, being programmed with Bible
knowledge is essential and dovetails perfectly @toof this guidance. As we just read in
John 14:26, we will be reminded of the Lord’s words as and when you need them.
Incredible!

As we mentioned earlier let's transform believiEmn simply being Spirit filled to being
Spirit led.

OUR ROLE MODEL

Inner guidance is achieved by personal relatignand intimate fellowship with the Lord.
Jesus was a role model for us to imitate.
“Most assuredly, | say to you, the Son can do mghof Himself, but what He sees the
Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also doé&ke manner. For the Father loves the
Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself doés John 5:19-20

“For | did not speak of my own accord, but the Fathvho sent me commanded me what to
say and how to say it. | know that his commanddda eternal life. So whatever | say is just
what the Father has told me to say.” John42-50 NIV

“Do you not believe that | am in the Father, ame t~ather in Me? The words that | speak to
you | do not speak on My own authority; but thehfeatwho dwells in Me does the works.”
John 14:10
This is sometimes a difficult truth for manylibeers who have traditional thinking to
grasp.  Nevertheless, Jesus tells us verylpldhat this is expected of us;

“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in mdl do the same works | have done, and even
greater works ...” John 14:12 NLT
Not only does He expect you to do it. It's commeshdanyone who believes in meill do

the same works.

WHAT IS ETERNAL LIFE?

Why is it that some people have interpretedgbspel of the kingdom to mean “Receive
Jesus and you will go to heaven”? Traditionally sndmave interpreted “eternal life” as
meaning “heaven”. Therefore, when we read Johf,3yE can assume Jesus came for the
sole purpose of getting us to heaven.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his ond anly Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 NIV
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We need to clear our heads of any former ti@siand see how the Bible defines “eternal
life.”
And this is eternal life, that they may know Y e, only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent. John 17:3

Eternal life is not a place. Eternal life is alif.. a life that goes on forever. It comes
from a personal relationship with the Lord.

For example, before a person is married, tivey &n independent lifestyle. After the
covenant of marriage their life changes; they haveew life of relationship with a lifetime
partner.

Before you received Jesus, you lived indepetiglen

After making a covenant with Him, your new lifew changes.

We have a new life of relationship that will lastt only “till death do us part”, but it goes on
forever or eternally. It's an eternal life.

This is our interpretation of John 3:16.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have a relationship with the Lord that goes on forever.

This was Jesus’ prayer for our union with Him.
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for thasko will believe in Me through their word;
that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in&hel | in You, that they also may be one in
Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.” John 1720

JESUS TOLD UNBELIEVERS

Let's look at the last line of that previousrifture as to a reason for this intimate
relationship;‘that the world may believe that You sent Me.”

Jesus was emphatic about this inward guidanenwle spoke to unbelievers.
“Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and thle Father is in me? The words | say to
you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Fatliemg in me, who is doing his work. Believe
me when | say that | am in the Father and the Fatken me; or at least believe on the

evidence of the miracles themselves.” John1@11 NIV
“But if | do it, even though you do not believe rbelieve the miracles, that you may know
and understand that the Father is in me, and hm Eather.” John 10:38 NIV

| feel | need to repeat myself here ... He told @igesome truth to unbelievers! Is this
vital aspect of the gospel of the kingdom preadcedi emphasized today?

As previously mentioned, this new way of Godjyidance was so revolutionary the
apostle Paul requested prayer for the courage #blecto reveal this awesome truth.
.... that utterance may be given to me, that | manapy mouth boldly to make known the
mystery of the gospel... Eph. 6:19

Traditionally many people have thought “kingdoand “eternal life” meant heaven. As a
result, we have a watered down version along tleslof, “Ask Jesus to come into your heart
and you’ll go to heaven!”

We need more believers with the courage andinesls to preach this mysterious truth.

As we have said, His goal and purpose is usit jo get you to heaven but, through an
intimate relationship, leading you from within. Tharacles are His way of revealing this
truth, “that you may know and understatitht the Father is in me”
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And this gospel of the kingdoincluding personal inner guidance /G.P.\8il| be preached
in all the world as a witness to all the nationadahen the end will come. Matt. 24:14

PAUL’S TRAINING

The apostle Paul didn't have the advantage ofilisteto and observing Jesus in the flesh.
He didn't own a New Testament Bible (they weremihfed). Therefore, how did he receive
his great knowledge? The Lord took him to his gwansonal School of the Spirit in the
desert where he learned to have a relationshiptiwthord and to hear directly from Him.

When he planted churches in Galatia, he stapgda matter of months before moving on.
He didn’t even appoint elders (this was done aboygar later).

What do you think he may have taught them thatldvenable them to mature over that
period? Remember ... he hadn’t written his episitabis stage.

We have already noted that Paul imitated Chrigbdeaching the mystery of the gospel of the
kingdom.

He preached the full gospel of the kingdom and resbihe inward guidance of the Spirit.
They were convinced by the power of miraculousssaymd wonders and by the power of
God's Spirit. In this way, | have fully presented Good News of Christ..Rom. 15:19 NLT

Please note how they were convinced. It was th@auious and the power of the Holy
Spirit being released from within Paul.

As it was with Jesus, this convinced them tiet rest of the good news (including
personal inner guidance) was reihn 14:10-11; 10:38.Please also note he sdidh this
way, | have fully presented the Good Newsls’Paul indicating that without the evidence of
the power of the Spirit the gospel is not beindyfpkesented? We believe so.

MORE KINGDOM TRUTHS
To help us allow this truth to sink deep into ounirss, let's remind ourselves of Jesus’
expanded definition of God’s kingdom.

“The kingdom of God does not come with observatror; will they say, 'See here!' or 'See
there!'... For indeed, the kingdom of God is witho.y

Please remember this is His definition, naso&or a deeper revelation, when we use the
word “kingdom”, we will add the words “personal emguidance or G.P.S” to help renew
our minds.

Some of these following Scriptures may takeaagreater depth of meaning as we take in
the added concept of having an intimate relatignahd His internal rule.

Some Scriptures use the term “kingdom of Gadd athers “kingdom of Heaven”, but
remember, there is only one King and, therefordy @me kingdom. Take your time,
meditate on them and ask the Lord to open greatedation to you.

“Assuredly, | say to you, whoever does not recehe kingdom of Godpersonal inner
guidance/ G.P.Sjs a little child will by no means enter it.” Luke 18:17

“Children, how hard it is for those who trust inchies to entefpersonal inner guidance/
G.P.S)the kingdom of God!” Mark 10:24

But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hemthe plow, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of Godpersonal inner guidance /G.P.S LuRe62
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"And do not seek what you should eat or what yulsl drink, nor have an anxious mind.
But seek the kingdom of Gdgersonal inner guidance /G.P&)d all these things shall be
added to you.” Luke 12:29,31

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom whiehnot be shaken(personal inner
guidance /G.P.Slet us have grace, by which we may serve God #aiolgpwith reverence
and godly fear. Heb. 12:28

Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, | say to yowssnbne is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of Gdgdersonal inner guidance/ G.P.3yhn 3:5-6

"Assuredly, | say to you that there are some stamdliere who will not taste death till they
see the kingdom of Gd@dersonal inner guidance G.P.$)esent with power." Mark 9:1

SELLING OUT FOR GOD

There are, of course, many other Scriptures thedr o the Kingdom. Some deal
specifically with the future rule but many otheendoe interpreted as the kingdom within.
Look out for them whilst reading your Bible and t@&ady to apply Jesus’ interpretation to
them. This next one is a good example of this;
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchanttbe lookout for choice pearls. When
he discovered a pearl of great val(ersonal inner guidance G.P.8g sold everything he
owned and bought it!” Wd3:45-46 NLT

In many cases, the “pearl’” has been interpratedoing to heaven. However, let's apply
Jesus’ definition to it. When we realize that atinmate relationship with the Lord and His
guidance from within is a priceless possession ,thEpefully we’ll be willing to give
anything to achieve it.

Paul initially thought that his vast education gredigree were important but he changed;
| once thought these things were valuable, but hoensider them worthless because of what
Christ has done. Yes, everything else is worthidssn compared with the infinite value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | hageatded everything else, counting it all
as garbage, so that | could gain Christ and become with him. Phil. 3 NLT

Paul, in the ensuing verses reveals this was lesfeous.
| don't mean to say that | have already achievexséhthings or that | have already reached
perfection. But | press on to possess that pediedbr which Christ Jesus first possessed me.
No, dear brothers and sisters, | have not achiatdalit | focus on this one thing: Forgetting
the past and looking forward to what lies ahead... Phil. 3:12-14N

When it finally sinks in that the ultimate iroyr Christian experience is to achieve a
partnershipand become one with Hjmeverything else pales into insignificance. Ifstiwas
Paul’s ultimate goal then surely it should be assvell.

We can then experience the truths of Jesusisvio us;

For apart from me you can do nothing. But if yomegn in me and my words remain in you,
you may ask for anything you want, and it will berged! John 15:5,7 NLT

THY KINGDOM COME

With our new understanding, hopefully we caketshe familiar prayer, Your kingdom
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in hedvém another level.
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We are not only praying for the future kingdom tom® but also for His kingdom
(personal inner guidance) to come into unbelievéterefore, we're actually praying for
unsaved people to have God come into their head$a ruled from within.

If every person received and availed themselvethiefpersonal inner guidance, then the
second part of the prayeY6ur will be done on earth as it is in heavew@uld automatically
take place.

Perhaps now when we pray the “Lord’s Prayer” a tewel of faith and expectancy can
rise up for the salvation of our loved ones anelnftiis.

FULL OR PARTIAL KINGDOM RULE?

The Lord gives believers the gift of righteousdRighteousness means you have the right
to confidently speak to God without shame or guil. you listen to Him and obey Him,
righteous actions follow and the immediate rewangspeace and joy.

... for the kingdom of Go¢personal inner guidanc& ... righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit. Rom. 14:17

Because the Holy Spirit is in us, the potentiahvsilable to have Him governing us in
everything we do. If we allow Him to totally goveus from within, we will experience the
fullness of righteousness, peace and joy. If w&tdgve Him total rule, we will not have the
fullness of His peace and joy. It's your choice.

Jesus said, “How can | describe the Kingdom of Guetsonal inner guidancg)t is like a
mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the sesalbf all seeds, but it becomes the largest
of all garden plants; it grows long branches, andlb can make nests in its shade.”

Mark 4:3(B2 NLT

Make a decision that, like any relationshipyyfsiendship with Jesus may be a small seed
now, but as you work at it, spending time with Haaxch day, watering it with His words, it
will grow. As you do, your ministry will grow witlt, bringing rest and comfort to others.

This is foundational teaching and should be mit@ believers when they are first born
again. Those who don’t receive it or those who toamderstand it will inevitably have a
major hole in their relationship with the Lord. Tafre, also pray “Thy kingdom come.” for
yourself and other believers to see the fullneddisipersonal inner guidance.

This teaching has been taken from our book “TheitSmed Life”
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SUMMARY

1. ‘Kingdom’ is made up of two words, “king’s” & ‘wmain”. It means the territory or
empire over which a king rules, the areas over Wwhie Lord has authority. We simply
translate the Kingdom of God as ‘God’s Government’.

2. Many understand two aspects of His governmargtly; we can inherit the many benefits
that His government can provide spirit, soul andyb&@econdly, He is returning to the earth,
only this time He will have total authority oveletlentire planet.

3. Jesus gave another perspective of the mystetis@overnment being in ukle answered
them and said, “The kingdom of God does not contle etiservation; nor will they say, 'See
here!" or 'See there!'.... For indeed, the kingdor®od is within you.”

4 This has far greater implications than just timepéistically coined statement of “having
Jesus living in our hearts”. It's having the Lorergonally lead us and guide us from within.
Therefore, this new form of government is an indéand not an external rule.

5. This was the secret of Jesus’ phenomenal sucégssything He said and did was done
through personal guidance. He expects and commantisimitate Him,'l tell you the truth,
anyone who believes in me will do the same wohlevé done, and even greater works ...”

6. Jesus followed His spiritual G.P.S. (God’s PHgirit). God’s basic information is fed
into it as we learn and understand scripture. W@ need to know what to do in any
circumstance, He will show you what to say or wisatlo and how to respond based on that
information.

7. Eternal life is not a place. Eternal life isifa.l It comes from a personal relationship and
inner leading by the LordAnd this is eternal life, that they may know Ybe, anly true God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. John 17:3

8. This is our interpretation of John 3:16.
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have a relationship with the Lord that goes on forever.

9. Jesus was emphatic about this inward guidameswe spoke to unbelievers.
“But if | do it, even though you do not believe rbelieve the miracles, that you may know
and understand that the Father is in me, and hm Father.” John 10:38 NIV

10. The miracles were the proof that He had thédfaguiding Him. Paul imitated Jesus to
ensure that the gospel was presented in. fidl;this way, | have fully presented the Good
News of Christ.. Rom. 15:19 NLT

11. Let’s ensure that the truth of both the futame present kingdom fally presentedAnd
this gospel of the kingdom (personal inner guidarved be preached in all the world as a
witness to all the nations, and then the end waithe.

12.Be totally sold out;'Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchantlanlookout for

choice pearls. When he discovered a pearl of gvahie(personal inner guidance)e sold
everything he owned and bought it! Matt. 13:46NLT
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